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ARRIVAL OF THE CARDROSS SETTLERS 


(Reprinted from The Scottish Historical Review, Jan. 1928, Vol. XXV, 
Glasgow, with the permission of George Pratt Insh, Esq. 
and J. G. Dunlop, Esq.) 


Tue Carolina Merchant: ADVICE OF ARRIVAL 


Early on a summer morning (it was Monday the 21st of July) 
in the year of grace 1684, there was unwonted stir on board the 
Carolina Merchant, a ship that for weeks had swung idly at her 
moorings in Gourock Bay. On the yards that had so long been 
etched, like leafless branches, against the grey skies of our north- 
ern summer, the sails began to bourgeon; the anchor loosened its 
tenacious grip of the Clyde ooze: some passengers put off from 
the shore in a boat and one of these, a trumpeter, sounded several 
times, ‘which,’ wrote one who witnessed the departure, ‘was truly 
pleasant upon sea.’ And to that stirring touch of ceremonial— 
an echo of the old war-racked Scotland that was about to pass 
away, an elfin premonition of the siren-blasts that in later days were 
to vibrate across the Firth—began the long voyage to Charleston. 


I 


The Carolina Merchant, a vessel of 170 tons burthen and carry- 
ing sixteen guns, is one of the comparatively few vessels that 
come clearly into view in the history of early Scottish colonisation. 
The ships dispatched to Nova Scotia by the sanguine and vision- 
ary zeal of Sir William Alexander, whether we catch a glimpse of 
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them dropping down the quiet reaches of the Galloway Dee or 
anchored in the shadow of Dumbarton Rock; the vessels that under 
the direction of Robert Barclay of Urie cleared from Montrose and 
Aberdeen for East New Jersey—these shadowy craft loom phan- 
tomwise through the mists of time. When we come to the ships of 
the Company of Scotland Trading to Africa and the Indies we ob- 
tain precision of detail in satisfying abundance. Have we not the 
specifications drawn up between a Glasgow skipper and a ship- 
builder of Amsterdam for the construction of one of the largest of 
the Darien Company’s ships?! But to the student of the earlier 
and smaller colonial enterprises the detailed knowledge we possess 
concerning the Carolina Merchant gives a touch of the homely 
and familiar to the obscure, and at times tangled, story of the 
effort of the Westland Covenanters to establish their colony of 
refuge in South Carolina. 

Both Walter Gibson, the owner of the vessel, and Captain 
James Gibson, his brother, who was at this time in command of it, 
are kenspeckle figures in early Glasgow history: Walter, provost 
of the City at the Revolution; a merchant ready with all-consum- 
ing enterprise to import iron ore from Stockholm, to ship lasts of 
salted herrings to France, and to transport Covenanters to the 
Plantations: James, a rough old tarpaulin; agent at a later period 
of the Company of Scotland at Amsterdam; commander of the 
Company’s ship the Rising Sun which he navigates from Greenock 
to Darien and with which he goes down in a hurricane off the Bar 
at Charleston. The story of the hardships of the thirty-five 
Covenanters from the Tolbooths of Edinburgh and Glasgow trans- 
ported to the Plantations in the Carolina Merchant is familiar to 
us in the pages of Wodrow. The vicissitudes of their fellow-pas- 
sengers, the group of Covenanters who under the leadership of 
Lord Cardross and William Dunlop, crossed the Atlantic to es- 


1 ‘Be it known to all men Concerned y* upon the underwritten date Cap*t 
James Gibsone on the one partt and William Direcksone de wilda one y® oy* 
partt Have by Contract fully agreed upon y® building a Ship according to the 
Dementions following viz... . . 

‘Concluded and agreed ye 29th September [1696] Between ye parties before 
mentioned In the behalf of the Scotts Affrican and Indian Company att or in 
ye lodgeings of Mr. And* Hendersons merchtt In Amsterdam’ [Darien Ship- 
ping Papers, 1696-1707 (Sco. Hist. Socy.), p. 268 and p. 270]. 
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tablish their settlement of Stuart’s Town have been traced in a 
recent study of Colonial history. 

The section of this study that records the experiences of these 
settlers in South Carolina was, of necessity, built up practically 
entirely from the references to the Scots that are to be found in 
the English colonial documents in the Public Record Office. 
Hitherto the historian of Scottish colonial enterprise has not had 
access to any direct, detailed account of the early days of the 
settlement at Stuart’s Town from any of the Scots who sailed in 
the Carolina Merchant. From the moment the ship cleared from 
the Meikle Cumbrae? until six months later when we find Lord 
Cardross in correspondence with the Governor of South Carolina,’ 
we have no indication of what has been happening to the settlers— 
a striking contrast to the abundant information we possess con- 
cerning the experiences of the Scots who at this very time were 
emigrating to East New Jersey. It is this exiguity of material 
concerning the early days of Stuart’s Town that renders peculiarly 
significant and interesting the ‘advice of arrival’ of the Carolina 
Merchant, preserved among the family papers of Mr. J. G. Dunlop, 
kindly communicated by him to me, and now reproduced by his 
courteous permission. 


If 


The manuscript is endorsed: ‘Copies of Sir Peter Colleton’s* 
letter from Lord Cardross and Wm. Dunlop.’ The letter was 
written at ‘Stewartstown one Port Royall’ and bears the date, 
‘March 27 day 1685.’ 

HONORED SIRS, 

If occasion had offered since our arraival at this place we had 

befor this givine you the trouble of a lyne which now by this we 


2 Erskine of Carnock’s Diary (Sco. Hist. Socy.), p. 73. 

3 Public Record Office, C.O. 5/287, f. 136: Col. Cal. 1681-1685, p. 760. 

4Sir Peter Colleton was the son of Sir John Colleton who in the Civil War 
had raised a regiment for King Charles and who after the triumph of the Par- 
liamentary forces in England had upheld the king’s cause in Barbadoes: Sir 
John was one of the original Proprietors of Carolina. Sir Peter had played a 
leading part in the affairs of Barbadoes, and his name appears frequently in 
the correspondence between the Proprietors and the colony. [Edward Mc- 
Crady: South Carolina under the Proprietary Government (New York, 1897), 
pp. 56, 63, etc.] 
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give. Sir we safelie arrived at Charlestoun on Ashley river one 
the 2nd of October last after having beine ten weeks at sea. There 
wer in our veshell 148 persons whereof none dide at sea except one 
after our arrivell® at which tyme we delyvered the lords proprietors 
letters to Collnell West who upon Sir Richard Kerle’s death was 
made Governour. We found the place so extrordinerie sicklie 
that sickness quickley seased many of our number and took away 
great many of our number and discoraged others, insomuch that 
they desarted us when we wer to come to this place and sold of 
ther servants and besides ther were some upon the place who 
wold be esteemed grate men there, who not only did what they 
could to discoradge us to setle here, but also both used us uncivilie 
and dealt with severall of our number to deserte us, which some 
did; but we love not to complaine yet we cannot bot in justice 
acknowledge we wer civilie receaved, treated, and encouraged by 
the Governour Colnell West, Landgrive Mortoun, Mr. Percevall, 
Mr. Grimball, and some others. 

The great report of the Spainards invading [the pro] vince wanted 
not its own discoragement and not without ground seeing he 
had lately ruined Providence and threatened to do so to Caro- 
lina;* the loss likewayes of a ship which came from Belfast filled 
with our countriemen who desyned to setell with [us, and] the 
number of those who fixedly resolved to adhere to us, being re- 
dused almost to these of our own families and being bot 51, did 
so much discouradge others of our countriemen who desyned to 
settle with us that arrived in one other veshell from Scotland that 
none of them wold setell with us, many of them going off againe 
othors being persuaded by thos about Charilstoun who had litle 
kyndnes to us did setle therabouts. And altho’ the sicknes had 
seased both of us, the one by a fever and the other by an ague, so 


5 This positive pronouncement clears up one point which Wodrow leaves 
slightly doubtful: from Wodrow’s phrasing one might be inclined to think 
that the casualty occurred in the course of the voyage: ‘The very ship’s crew 
were like to mutiny for want of water, and John Alexander died of thirst as was 
thought’ (Sufferings of the Church of Scotland, vol. iv. p. 10b). 

6 Providence the capital of the Bahamas, was taken by a force of 250 Span- 
iards on 19th January, 1684 (S. P. Col. Series 1681-1685, p. 578). Ina covering 
note to an account of the raid the Governor writes: ‘Certainly these things will 
soon cause our mastiffs in the Indies to be let loose upon them, especially if 
they proceed (as they vapour) to Carolina’ (Ibid. p. 587). 
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that one of us was caried abord the veshell that brought us hither 
yet we being the onlie two persons who had from the beginning 
of our treaties with the lords proprietors been undertakers for the 
plantations who were personally upon the place, and fixedlie re- 
solved to doe our outermost indeavors to performe our part of the 
contract and treatis past betwixt the Lords Proprietors and our 
Commissioners, as we are Verie confident you and the other Lords 
Proprietors will be ready to perform your parts, though we could 
do nothing less than make a trayell of setling heire. We came here 
the beginning of November; sicklie as we wer, we most confess the 
countrie is verie pleasent and desirable and promiseth weell 
enough, better by far than any other place in Carolina that we had 
occasione to see. We setled ourselves altogether in a verie con- 
venient place for a toun being about twentie miles from the mouth 
of the river Port Royall where its all along Navigabell by (vessels 
of) 200 or 300 tuns, free of swamps and marishes, a high bloffe 
land excellently weell watered, of such wholesome air as many of 
us quickly recovered, and none have contracted sicknes since we 
came tho many died of the sicknes they contracted at Charelstoun 
at our first arravell. 

We have determined that this place shall be a toun and ac[cord- 
ing] to the Lords Proprietors’ Condescensions’ to us have ordered 
that it sh{all be] a port toun for ever and the seat of justice for 
severall yeirs; we have so framed the modell of the toun that everie 
toun lot hath a ga[rden] adjasent to it, and two ackers of toun 
land lying near the toun. We have devyded it into two hundreth 
and twentie lotts; the toun itselfe, the streets and ackers of toun 
land, will in all consist of six hundreth ackers of land, Inglish 
measure; there are already fourty one toun lots takin up by our- 
selves and severall Inglish who have resolved to setle with us, and 
are transporting ther families hither, to whom we give such in- 
coragement so that we demanded not so much as a proporteine of 
the expenses we have beine at in the affair: ther are severall fami- 
lies coming to us from Antego and other plantations;* one planter 


™ These are preserved Public Record Office, C.O. 5/287, f. 126: Col. Calen- 
dar, 1681-1685, p. 623. 

8 Were those recruits from the West Indies of Scottish nationality? ‘There 
are many Scotts men alredie planted in these islands [the West Indies] who, 
hearing of a designe of a Scotts plantatione for which they have longed these 
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cam already in persone from Antego to us to see the place, and is 
so confident that it will produce not onley Indigoe but good sugar 
that he and flive or six other families who had sent him to see 
the countrie are expected heire in August nixt, and we have ob- 
lidged ourselves to give him one thousand five hundredth ackers of 
land having a familie of twentie persones. All who take lotts in 
our toun are oblidged to build houses theron within two yeirs; 
we have already built severalls as fair houses as is in all Charlestoun 
and more are in building. 

Sir, we have Inclosed here some articles, which we desyre ye 
wold in our name present to the rest of the lords proprietors; 
we hope bothe you and they will find what we demand is neces- 
sarie, and what we offer is fair one our pairt; and we most say 
we rather have made the offer of ensureing the quit-rent to mani- 
fest the sinceritie we resolve to daill with the lords proprietors 
then expecting any grait gain therby, it being otherwayes out of 
the road to us as to our way of living and we shall wish that uthers 
in Carolina may be found als ready to buy or pay ther quit-rent 
as we shall. ; 

Albeit we be heir upon the place, yet our wifes and childrine are 
not; and we declare that nothing les thin what we have demanded 
will confirme our stay here; bot if the lords proprietors will give us 
incouradgement to fixe our setilment here we will trewlie per- 
forme what we promise, and effectuallie lay out ourselves and 
Intrissis in Scotland to make this a noble plantatione; and if the 
lords proprietors will trust us they shall find this place (by God’s 
assistance and without any expense to the lords proprietors) 
shall flourish at ane other rait than Charlestoun and that we shall 
be mor for the lords proprietors’ trew Intrest then any in Caro- 
lina, and shall study that this setelment be filled with persones 
who will be willing to performe what they ingadge to us. We 
find it will be necessarie that by the lords proprietors send a com- 
missarie for deputations to persones receiding amongst us, and 
who shall have plantations here, that thereby the proprietors be 





many yeirs, will be glad to remove themselves and their families to any place 
appointed’ [Memorial concerning the Scottish Plantation to be erected in Some 


Place of America (1681): Reg. P. C. S., Third Series, vol. vii. pp. 664-665. ] 
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represented als weell as at Charlestoun and Roanock® (untill the 
countrie be so planted that the constitutions take effect). And 
if the Lords Proprietors shall be pleased to send the deputations 
blank to us as to the persones named who are to be deputies, at 
least so many of them as you know not what names to insert in 
them, we shall take care that they bee persons who may answer 
the trust put upon them by you and the recomendations givine 
them by us. 

We have all beine to view this cuntrie but cannot find any oar 
within the cuntrie, except that of iron which is frequent here. 
We discovered likewayes the mouth of the West river, and went 
up the same a good way, and went near to Saint Catharina, which 
we hear the Spainards have desarted on the report of our setling 
here, and we desyre this summer to vew it and tak possessione of it 
in his Majesties name for the behove of the lords proprietors; for 
it hath beine still formerlie in the Spanish dominions you may 
advyse with the other lords proprietors whither it will be neces- 
sarie for you to obtaine from his Majestie a patent for it, and if 
you find it nidfull we hope ye will not be forgetfull of us, and we 
will not be unmindfull of the lords proprietors Concernes therin 
with our owne. We thought fit lykewayes to acquaint you that 
ther may be pasage opened from this place to New Mexico, which 
with all the mines there about the indians of that countrie have 
takin from the Spainard, and that they are desyrous of trade and 
comerice with his Majestie’s subjects here, which if effectuated 
wold be a matter of vast importance both to you and us. 

We are in order to this plan laying down a method for corre- 
spondence and treade with Cuita and Cussita [Cussatoe] nations 
of Indians, who leive upon the passages betwixt us and New 
Mexico, and who have for severall yeirs left off any Comercie 
with the Spanirds; but, Sir, these our endeevors do already pro- 
vock the Inevey of severall particular persones, who, meinding 
their own privat Intrist mor than that of the lords proprietors or 
good of the province, doe so grudge both at the situation of this 
place doth give us advantage for trade more than these and that 


® Two days before the date of this dispatch Lord Cardross had written to the 
Governor of Carolina remonstrating against the subordination of the Scots to 
the Governor and Grand Council at Charleston (Public Record Office, C.O. 
5/287, f. 134; Col. Cal. 1685-1688, p. 22). 
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they find us ready to improve that advantage, that they doe opres 
our designe and endevour to render us contemptible in the eyes of 
the Indians about us; yet our cariage towards all our nightbour 
indians heath beine sutch as we have a firme peace and comerce 
with them; particularlie we have obliged the Jamessie nation 
which is the most considerable of them all, and which wer laitlie 
under the Spainzard at St. Augustine and admited to setle heire 
within our bounds by the Government of Charlestoun the last year 
since our contract with you; and we have consented to them that 
they remaine here during their good behaviour, and the truth is 
they are so considerable and warlike that we would not doe uther- 
wayes. ‘The wholl nation is not yet come which we cannot weell 
opposse nor is it atte your or our intrist; that nation they appear 
verie effectionit to us are Inveterat enemies to the Spainzard, 
and continues still in ware with the most considerable Spanish 
Indians. The trade, Sr, we expect by these discoveries may 
verie probablie be considerable and advantageous if you plees to 
put in with us for a share it will be verie acceptable and we shall be 
as carefull of your share (since we are here upon the place) as of 
our own and Indevoure to Inploy fit persones in it. Sr, we expect 
ye will procure a speedy answer from the lords proprietors to our 
demands which we desyre they may signey and seall as we have 
done. 


Sirs 
Direct your letters to Your most humble servants 
the Lord Cardross or CARDROSS 
William Dunlope or both WILL. DUNLOPE 


of us at Stuartstoun one 
Port Royall river Carolina. 


Il 


Apart from its intrinsic interest as a faithful record of human 
struggle and achievement, of resolution in the midst of trial and 
discord, and of high hopes that were to be dashed by a catastrophe 
resembling in the suddenness of its onslaught the hurricanes of 
the tropic seas, the dispatch of Lord Cardross and William Dunlop 
is of particular value to the student of colonial enterprise from the 
information it affords concerning four specific points: the early 
experiences of the colonists; their relations with the neighbouring 
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English settlement at Charleston; their relations with the Indians; 
and their attitude towards their Spanish neighbours at St. 
Augustine. 

From the letters sent home by Scottish emigrants to East New 
Jersey at this time one obtains a vivid picture of the incidents 
of the Atlantic voyage and of the life and work of the settlers in 
their new homes. No information has hitherto been available 
regarding the experiences, in similar circumstances, of the Scots 
who founded Stuart’s Town. In its brief but precise references 
to the passage from Gourock to Charleston, in its description of 
the locality chosen for the settlement, in its account of the plan- 
ning of the town and in its record of the progress made with building 
operations, the dispatch of the Scottish leaders makes a contribu- 
tion of great value to the history of the work of the Scottish pioneers 
in South Carolina. 

The hostility shown to the Scots by their English neighbours, 
of which mention is made, with varying degrees of candour, in 
more than one place in the dispatch is a feature of early Carolina 
history already familiar to us, in a general way, from the official 
correspondence relating to the controversy between Lord Cardross 
and the Governor and General Council at Charleston. But 
while the dispute between Cardross and the authorities at Charles- 
ton concerned rather the question of the legal status of the Scots 
than the relations of the two communities, the dispatch reveals a 
state of affairs which must have proved as surprising and as dis- 
concerting to individual members of the Scottish settlement as it 
did to their leaders. Alike from the support and the encourage- 
ment given to the Scots by the Lords Proprietors both before the 
emigrants left the Clyde and after they had landed in Carolina, 
and from the tactical value, in view of the Spanish menace, of 
Stuart’s Town as an outpost on the vulnerable flank of the settle- 
ment at Charleston, the Scottish settlers might well have looked 
for treatment very different from that meted out to them. 

On no other topic is the fresh information to be gleaned from the 
dispatch so full or so surprising as on that which deals with the 
relations between the Scots and the Indians. The Yamasees, 
a powerful and warlike tribe—the dispatch contains unequivocal 
testimony to their numbers and prowess—had defied the Spanish 
command to move out of the English sphere of influence and had 
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settled in the neighbourhood of Port Royal. The origin of the 
alliance between the Yamasees and the Scots, through which the 
latter were involved in the feuds of the Carolina-Florida border, 
is traced in considerable detail. This alliance enabled the Scots 
to carry out without delay their intention of reconnoitring the 
Spanish post of Saint Catharina (Santa Catalina) and of taking 
possession of it ‘in his Majesties name for the behave of the lords 
proprietors.’ A number of Yamasee Indians, examined by the 
Governor at Charleston, declared that ‘the Scots at Port Royal 
sent an emissary to persuade them to go to war with some neigh- 
bouring Indians who had a Chapel and a Spanish Friar, and 
gave them arms for the purpose. They did so, and brought back 
twenty prisoners as slaves to the Scots, and a manuscript of prayers 
produced.” In the view of the Lords Proprietors this attack on 
the mission station of Santa Catalina was the provocation that 
brought about the Spanish raid that broke up the Scottish 
settlement. 

The main facts of the alliance between Scots and Yamasees 
are not, however, unfamiliar. What is both new and surprising 
is the reference to the ‘laying down a method for correspondence 
and treade with Cuita and Cussita nations of Indians, who leive 
upon the passages betwixt us and New Mexico,’ and the dazzling 
prospect that ‘ther may be pasage opend from this place to New 
Mexico.’ Hitherto no one has suspected the douce Scots who 
sailed in the Carolina Merchant of any designs of participation in 
the wealthy trade of tropical or sub-tropical America. “The 
trade, Sr, we expect by these discoveries may verie probablie be 
considerable and advantageous’; the Indians have ‘for severall 
yeirs left off any Comercie with the Spanirds’: in these pronounce- 
ments we seem to anticipate not only the sentiments but the very 
phraseology of the men who a decade later were to embark on the 
adventure of Darien. 

If there is in the dispatch a great deal concerning the relations 
between the Scots and their English and Indian neighbours, 
there is surprisingly little concerning the relations between the 
Scots and the Spaniards. It is true that in the early days of 
the settlement the threat of a Spanish raid is recorded as loom- 


10 Col. Cal. 1685-1688, p. 40. 
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ing dark on the southern horizon. But the apprehension of these 
early days seems to have been succeeded by a certain measure of 
complacency: the presence of the Scots at Stewarts’ Town had 
caused, it was believed, the Spaniards to withdraw from there. 
Moreover, had not the Scots been assured that the land on which 
they were to settle was to be purchased by the authorities at 
Charleston on their behalf from its owners—the Indians? 

A brief glance, however, at the history of the West Indies about 
this period will reveal the fact that never was more applicable the 
old saying of the seamen: “There’s no peace beyond the Line.’ 
True in the days of Hawkins and Drake, it was no less true in the 
days of Cardross and Dunlop. The Treaty of America of July 
1670 had been designed to secure peace between Britain and Spain 
‘beyond the Line.’ It was in the autumn of that very year that 
Morgan assembled his buccaneers for the march on Panama. 

Nor were the Spaniards unduly quiescent. During the decade 
following the Treaty, English shipping in the West Indies suffered 
so much from the attacks of Spanish privateers that West Indian 
merchants were moved in 1678 to place their grievances on record 
in a petition to the king: “The intolerable injuries,’ they declared, 
‘unheard of cruelties, innumerable depredations and bloody mur- 
ders committed by the Spaniards on his Majesties subjects in the 
West Indies ever since the Peace with Spain of July 1670, far 
exceed the so much worthily detested tortures of Amboyna.”4 
Three years later Sir Henry Morgan, now Lieutenant-Governor of 
Jamaica, complained in a dispatch of the ‘unchristianlike conduct 
and unneighbourliness’ of the Spaniards who in a single year had 
taken twenty-two English ships and had ruined the local trade.” 
In January 1684 New Providence in the Bahamas was raided by a 
force of 250 Spaniards: rumour pointed to Carolina as their next 
objective.'® 

In truth the Scots were more worried about the attitude of 
their Spanish neighbours than the dispatch would indicate. 
Three months before the date of the dispatch, they had endea- 
voured, though without success, to obtain from the Governor of 


1 Col. Cal. 1677-1680, p. 292. 
12 Col. Cal. 1681-1685, p. 8. 
18 Col. Cal. 1681-1685, pp. 578 and 587. 
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Carolina some indication of ‘the Spaniards’ movements and in- 
tentions.”* Two months after the date of the dispatch they 
applied to the authorities of Charleston for six guns which had been 
promised to them by the Proprietors. Their requisition was 
ignored, and they appealed to the Proprietors. ‘Whereas we are 
told,’ wrote the Propvietors to the Governor, ‘that there are divers 
Peeces of our Cannon that lye unmounted and useless at Old 
Charles Town, And having taken into our Consideration that 
Stewarts Town at Port Royall is ye ffrontier of ye whole Settle- 
ment towards ye Spainard and most lyable to be hurt by them 
whenever they shall be disposed to disturb us, Wee do therefore 
Order that you deliver ffive of ye aforesaid Peeces of Cannon to 
ye said Lord Cardrosse and ye said Alexander Dunlop, or either 
of them or ther order.” 

Whether the guns were delivered is uncertain. This only is 
certain: no defences prepared by the Scots were sufficient to with- 
stand the Spanish galleys when they swept in towards Stuart’s 
Town on an autumn morning ere yet the Scottish settlement was 
two years old. 

GEORGE Pratt INsH. 


14 Public Record Office, C.O. 
46 Public Record Office, C.O. 


287, f. 136; Col. Cal. 1681-1685, p. 760. 
288, £ 73; Col. Cal. 1681-1685, p. 118. 
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SPANISH DEPREDATIONS, 1686 
Contributed by J. G. Duntop 
Notes by MABEL L. WEBBER 


This account of the Spanish Invasion which destroyed Stuart 
Town, burned Paul Grimball’s house and committed other depre- 
dations has been kept among the papers of Major William Dun- 
lop, and is contributed by his descendant J. G. Dunlop. Esq. of 
25 Earls Court Gardens, London. 

The account is apparently an office copy, undated, of a repre- 
sentation to the Lords Proprietors in London, sent probably in 
September, 1686. 

Mr. Dunlop found two drafts among his papers, and collated 
them so as to give all the information possible. 

This document throws considerable light upon the Spanish 
invasion of 1686; giving the exact date, which seems to have been 
unknown to local historians (McCrady, vol. 1). 

The Cardross Seal, the official Seal of the Scots Colony at 
Stuart Town, reproduced with this article, is the property of the 
Charleston Library Society. It is said to have been given to 
Maj. General Thomas Pinckney (1750-1828), Minister pleni- 
potentiary to the Court of St. James, 1792, by David Stewart 
Erskine (1742-1829) eleventh Earl of Buchan, and great-grand- 
son of the third Lord Cardross (1650-1693), who was concerned 
with the Scots Settlement in South Carolina. 

Lord Buchan, who was a patron of Literature, requested that the 
Seal be given to some institution in Charleston. General 
Pinckney returned home about 1795, and gave the Seal to the 
Charleston Library Society, of which his brother Gen. Charles 
Cotesworth Pinckney was president 1792-1796, and again 1798- 
1806. 





May it please yo™ Lordpps 

Our p’sent afflictions and misfortunes are soe many and great that 

it would bee as tedious for yo" Lordpps to heare them as its im- 
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possibie for us by words to express them. To tell yo" Lordpps 
that your whole country, with the lives and Estates of all the In- 
habitants are now, without some speedy and effectuall remedy, 
Exposed to utter loss and irreparable ruin will not sufficiently 
demonstrate our deplorable condition. Wee will therefore p'sume 
on yo" Lordpps patience and for your greater satisfaction decend 
to these following particulars. 

On the 17th Aug* last about noone came up Port Royall river 3 
Spanish Perreaugoes or halfe Galleys, but they were no sooner 
discovered than they landed their men a little belowe Stuart’s 
Towne,' being guided thither by some Indians and English Runa- 
gados who exactly knew the place. The few inhabitants of that 
Towne having scarcely given the Alarum to their Neighbors by 
fyring great guns, when the Spanish came running thro’ the woods, 
enter’d the Plancons and approached in Two bodyes ere the small 
number of people then there could gett together soe that* being 
unable to oppose soe great a force as the Enemie apprared to bee 
they betook themselves to woods. The Spaniards immediately 
possessed themselves of the Towne where they continued 3 days 
and haveing plundr’ed the houses destroyed the Plancons killed a 
great quantity of Hoggs and cattle they burnt the Towne downe 
to the ground and took away two men and a boy prison's.t 

On the 20th Aug* following my Lord Cardross with much difficul- 
tie came to the Governor’s® house and informed him that the 
Spaniards had invaded Port Royall with three Vessells and that 
they had landed (as his Lordpp thought) near 200 men; whereupon 
the Governor issued out an order to Aiarum the Country & for 
his Councell to meet him at Chastowne Monday the 23¢ Aug* foll: 
whereupon the councell being mett accordingly the Governor 
orderred the Regiment of Berkley County to remaine at Cha: 


1 Stuart Town, the settlement of the Cardross Colony, was established in 
November, 1684, and completely destroyed as the result of the attack by the 
Spanish and the hurricane which immediately followed, in August, 1686. The 
town was situated on Port Royal Island below the present town of Beaufort. 

*Other draft has: “soe that not being above ten men and alltogether 
unable.” 

{ Other draft has: prisonirs which they catched in the woods.” 

2Landgrave Joseph Morton, governor from 16th. May, 1682 to April, 
1684, and again from September 1685 to 1686. He died about 1688; was a 
dissenter. His house was on Edisto Island. 
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Towne (except Capt Godfrey’s* company which was to bee on 
James’s Island) and the Millitia of Colleton County to bee drawne 
together to the borders of that County in case the Enemie should 
attack either of those Counties.{ The 24% the Governor with 
the advice of the Councell ordered Major Boon‘ to March with 
Capt Godfrey’s company (which still guarded the ffrontiers on the 
north side of Stonoh) and joyn’d with those of Colleton County 
for the defence & security of the same Major Boon no sooner 
Arrived to Capt. Godfrey but hee reced and sent us Intelligence 
that the Enemies were 500 men and 2 or 3 great ships without 
the barr and were come to Mr Grimballs® house on Edeston Island 
and had destroyed it—Whereupon the Governor with all diligence 
sent Capt. Daniell the next Mor-neing being the 254°* with about 
nynety men taken out of the Severall Companys of the Regiment 
to reinforce those under Major Boon and to recall him as a person 
more usefull in gathering our Neighbors the Northern Indians to 
our Assistance. The same day} the Governor takeing all further 
care for the better Managem* of affairs in this Extremity in the 
evening reced Newes that the Spaniards had been att his house, 
plundered it and taken Two white people Prison™ As the Night 
came exceeding blacke and manaceing clouds began to shew 
themselves and were the next morning (being the 264°) succeeded 


3 Capt. John Godfrey, later Lt. Col. Godfrey. He came to S.C. in 1670; 
was the Earl of Craven’s deputy, and an important figure in the Province; his 
will is dated March 12, 1689/90, was printed in this Magazine, vol. XVI pp. 
134-138. 

t Other draft has ‘The same day.” 

4 Major John Boone; came to S.C. about 1673, was member of Council in 
1683 and later; married Elizabeth, daughter of Theophilus Paty. Major Boone 
made his will 8 Nov. 1706; proved 25 August, 1711. His children were: 1. 
Thomas, died Nov. 1749; married Oct. 26, 1717, Mary (Capers) widow of Dr. 
John Sims. 2. Theophilus, died intestate and S. P. 3. Susannah, died Nov. 
1759; married George Haddrell and had issue. 4. Sarah, married first, 1723, 
Hugh Hext; married second Andrew Rutledge; her only child, Sarah Hext, 
married Dr. John Rutledge. 5. Mary, died unmarried. 6. Elizabeth mar- 
ried first Mark Holmes, and second Francis Croxton, issue by both marriages. 
Major Boone had large land holdings; his plantation in Christ Church parish is 
still known as Boone Hall; 

5 Paul Grimball, secretary of the Province; for an account of his losses at 
this time see this Magazine vol. XXIX page 231. 

* Other draft has “being 244.” 

t Other draft has “The 25*® Ditto.” 
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by a Hurricane wonderfully horrid and distructive whereof yo' 
Lordpps shall hereafter receive a more particular relation). In 
the Meantime Capt Daniell haveing information that the Enemie 
was att Capt Blacke’s’ went up to the head of Stonoh River to 
oppose them, but they were not there according to intelligence. 
And Capt. Daniell haveing reced much damage in his boates by 
the Hurricane sent to the Governor for more men and boates, 
But the Governor being in the interim positively informed by Two 
fugitives from the Spaniards (of whose Deposicon you have here 
inclosed a true coppy) that the Enemye was on Edeston Island 
att Mr. Grimballs ordered Major Ste: Bull® with another party of 
100 men, and boates convenient to goe by Water directly to the 
Enemye and to call to his assistance the pties under the Comand 
of Capt. Daniell about which tyme the Governor received further 
Intelligence that the Spaniards had been att his new Plantacon 
near London® and carryed away 13 Negroes and Two white men 
Prisoners Major Bull therefore on the 29 Do hastened away from 
Charles Towne but the enemye was departed from Mr Grimballs 
ere hee came thither, having left severall Markes of his Malice 
especially the half burnt body of one of our people whom hee had 
taken prisoner Notwithstanding Major instantly pursued them 
down to Port Royall where hee reced intelligence that they were 
gone a day or two before in great hast heareing of his persueing 
them haveing likewise lost one of their Galleys and their Com- 
and’ in cheife Senio™ Alexandro in the storme Whereupon the 
Major gave over the p'sent pursuit and returned whilst these 
things were transacting the expedition of the severall parties was 
much impeded by frequent contrary and false intelligences together 
with continuall wett and windy weather which day by day suc- 
ceeded the Hurricane the violent extremity whereof continued not 


® Col. Robert Daniel, born 1646; died May 1718; Landgrave 1691; governor 
from April 25, 1716 to 30th April, 1717; came to S.C. from Barbadoes 1679. 
Deputy Gov. of N.C. 1703-1706. 

7 Probably Capt. Benjamin Blake is meant here; he died about 1689; (This 
Magazine, vol. 1, page 154). Blake had a plantation on the Stono river near 
Church Flats. 

8 Stephen Bull, Lord Ashley’s deputy; came from England 1669/70; settled 
Ashley Hall plantation; died about 1706. (This Magazine vol. 1, page 76-77.) 

® New London or Willtown, the first settlement after Charlestown. Settled 
about 1683 on the South Edisto River. (This Magazine vol. X page 20.) 
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above 4 or 5 houres yet was attended with such dismall dreadfull 
and fatall consequences that the hand of Almighty God seemes to 
concurr with the Malice of our Enemies to hasten our Ruin and 
desolation Yo™ Lordpps cannot imagine the distracting horror 
that these United Evills plunged us into All the Ships and Vessells 
in the Road and harbours were drivin up on the Land and whether 
any of them can bee fitted out againe may bee yett a question. 
The whole countrey seemes to bee one entire map of Devastation 
the greatest part of our houses are blowne downe and still lye in 
their ruine many of us not haveing the least cottage to secure us 
from the rigour of the weather the long incessant raines have 
destroyed almost all our goods which lye intombed in the ruines of 
our houses. Our Corne is all beaten downe and by meanes of 
continued wett weather lyes rotting on the ground Our fences are 
laid flatt soe that the little corne that escaped the Storme is de- 
voured or destroyed by our hoggs and Cattle Aboundance alsoe 
of them were killed in the Tempest by the falls of Trees which in 
infinite numbers are blowne and lye in confused heapes all over the 
Countrey soe that most of our Cattle are in great danger of runing 
wild there being scarce any probabillity of finding them out or 
possibillity of driveing them home when they are found In some 
places ffor 3 or 4 miles together there is scarce one great Tree stand- 
ing all pathes being soe impassable that there is no travelling on 
horseback & scarce any on ffoot, wherby all Society and Comuni- 
cation with our Neighbours one of the greatest comforts of our 
lives is for many yeares render’d extraordinary difficult with the 
ffalls of the Trees the ffoods of our hoggs is likewise distroyed 
which will cause them all to run wild or which is as bad they will 
all be starved from these and the like Calamityes which now 
attend us. Wee have too great reason to ffeare the neare approach 
of famin to compleat all our Miseryes which we pray god in his 
Mercy to direct from us 

And now having given yo" Lordpps a breife acco*t of the Invasion 
of the Land by the Spaniards a cruell and inveterate Enemy 
And the inconceivable detriment wee have susteyned by the ter- 
rible hurricane wee crave leave to acquaint yo™ Lordpps with the 
sad consequences thereof both at present and what wee may rea- 
sonably expect for the future. 
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The p'sent affects are universall discontent and dejection of the 
Spiritts of most of the inhabitants that scarce anything is talkt of 
amongst them but how to gett off from the countrey tho’ with the 
loss of their Estates having more regard to the safety of their lives 
than to other considerations whatsoever The Spaniards likewise 
having told some women whom they had for sometyme in their 
custody and left behind them att Port Royall that they resolved in 
foure monthes time with a farr greater fforce to attack and destroy 
Charles Towne itselfe and the country adjacent soe that is on all 
hands concluded on that the ffirst Attempt was cheifely for In- 
formation and discovery and that the next will be for our utter 
ruine and destruction And we have the greater reason to believe 
them if wee reflect on their severe threatings att their first assault 
on Providence and their exact complyance therwith in their second 
takeing and destroying it Nor doe we know how possibly to divert 
these impending evills but are necessitated to implore yo" Lordpps 
most speedy and effectuall Assistance both for our future defence 
ag*t the Spaniards and a just reparacon of all our Losses and 
Damages reced from them (which by a modest calculation will 
amount to many thousands of pounds) The one wee humbly con- 
ceive with yo" Lordpps ffavor may bee effected by yo™ Lordpps 
sending us a Ship of fforce to lye on our Coasts together with 
Amunition of all sorts to remaine here as a publique store (of which 
wee are altogether destitute) to bee ready for yo" Lordpps’ service 
and the defence of the Countrey. The other first by yo" Lordpps 
procureing for us Letters of reprizals or a power to grant comis- 
sions against the Spaniards which wee conceive will bee no charge 
either to his Matie or to yo™ Lordpps and cannot doubt but yor 
Lordpps great interest will readily procure Secondly by giving all 
possible incourajement to people that are here already to con- 
tinue and to all others (especially to Englishmen) to transport 
themselves hither since for these eighteen Months last past aboun- 
dantly more English have gone off than have come on a thing of 
itselfe very discouraging to all that remaine Neither is this (as wee 
humbly conceive) a tyme for yo" Lordpps to stand on Niceties and 
Punctillioes if yo" Lordpps thinke yo" interest in this Country 
be of Vallue great enough to deserve yo" regard. These things and 


these onely being speedily applied may as wee hope prove remedies 
to retrieve our Losses and p'serve the Countrey if possibly wee 
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cann maintaine it till yo" Lordpps relieve us Wee must once more 
Adventure to press yo™ Lordpps to procure for us Letters of re- 
prizalls or power to grant comissions against the Spaniards as 
the more especiall way of protecting the countrey from the future 
Incursion of our Enemies. In the meantyme to lett the world 
see that wee resolve not easily to quitt this country and our inter- 
est here and that our native Courage is not quickly lost Wee will 
still use our best Endeavours to p'serve our Own and yo® Lordpps 
interest till wee shall bee further enabled from yo" Lordpps In 
order thereunto a Parliam* is called both thereby to receive the 
joynt advice of the people of this Province and their generall as- 
sistance to defray the necessary charge this Invasion hath brought 
onus Wee being likewise enformed that the Enemies still within the 
Lymitts of this Province to the Southward and there wayting till 
they be reinforced have advised his honor the Governor to give 
comission to some fitt person with a considerable force to psue 
attack & destroy them Whereupon the Governor hath been pleased 
to grant his comission to Col? John Godfrey who with all expedi- 
tion is fitting out & with him divers of us goe in person many of 
the cheife gentry and milittia officers and* aboundance of the 
people have voluntarily inlisted themselves choosing ffreely to 
seeke and fight our Enemies that thereby if possible wee may 
pvent a second Invasion and now having sufficiently tyred yor 
Lordpps patience in an Earnest Expectation of yo® Lordpps suc- 
cour and assistance wee crave leave to subscribe ourselves 
Yo' Lordpps most humble most 
ffaithfull and most obedient serv** 


James Moore!” Joseph Morton 
Thomas Gibbes!! John Godfrey 

Robt Gibbes” Joseph Morton junr® 
Andrew Percival'® William Dunlop 


Bernard Schenckingh“ John ffarr!’ 
Copia Vera 
Robt Quarry Secty!8 


* Other draft has “about one halfe” 

10 Hon. James Moore, governor from 1700 to 1702; died 1706. Married 
1675 or later Margaret Berringer; she was born in 1660 and died after 1711. 

11 Thomas Gibbes Esq. Brother of governor Robert Gibbes. He was born 
at Sandwich, St. Peters parish, Kent, 24th April 1642, came to S.C. from Bar- 
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The second draft has after the words “Should attack either of 
these counties” the following:— 

“and likewise ordered that Capt John Godfrey should wt his 
company assist those of Colleton County and ordered Major 
John Boon to be assisting to him on this occasion This was no 
sooner ordered than Intelligence came in that the enemy was 
500 men and that he entered Colleton County whereupon the Gov* 
w' all diligence sent Capt Daniell w*t a party detatched out of the 
whole to inforce those under Major Boon and to recall him as 
more usefull in treatting w*. our Northern neighbour Indians who 
then came in readie to assist us. While Capt Daneill is gone A 
terrible hurricane hapned wt. retarded his motion and he having 
got Intelligence that the enemy was at Capt Blake’s marched that 
way to meet him.” 

Then continues “In the meantime ffresh intelligence coming 
to the Govr that the enemy was on Edisto Island and still ap- 
proaching ordered Major Stephen Bull wt another detached party 
of men to goe by water directly to the enemy and to call to his 
Assistance Capt. Daniel and party Major Bull accordingly went 
and coming to Edisto Island found the enemy gone but in hopes of 
overtaking and notwithstanding of extraordinary bad weather he 
went so far southward as Port Royal County where he got Intelli- 
gence that the enemy were gone and that in haist and having 
receaved the Losse of one of their Vessells by the hurrican on Edisto 
Island in which their cheife Comander to whom the Comission was 
given called Alexandro was drowned and having Intelligence that 
the English were in pursuit of them . . . . ete. 





badoes; died in S.C. 1689. (This Magazine, vol. XII page 103). His will 
dated 8th Dec. 1689, and proved 10th Oct. 1689. mentions wife Elizabeth, 
daughter Rebecca Golding, grand son Edward Paty daughter Elizabeth Paty. 
Mary Johnson; John Goodby. ‘Cousin’ Mary Gibbes and cousin Robert 
Gibbes, children of his brother Robert Gibbes. To brother Robert Gibbes 
“my fathers pistols”. Brother Robert Gibbes sole executor. (Hist. Com- 
mission, Columbia, book 1672-92, p. 369) 

12 Robert Gibbes, Proprietor’s deputy, chief justice, and governor 1709-12. 
Born at Sandwich, Kent, England, 9 Jan. 1644; died in S.C. 24 June, 1715. 
(This Magazine vol. XII pp. 76-81.) 

18 Col. Andrew Percival, governor of a plantation on Edisto Island; member 
of the Grand council 1675 as the Duke of Albermarl’s deputy. (McCrady, 
vol. 1.) He died in England between Feb. 20, 1695/6 and Sept. 13, 1697 
leaving a will. (This Magazine vol. XII, pp. 150-151.) 
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14 Bernard Schenckingh, came to S.C. from Barbadoes about 1678. (War- 
rants for Lands). Sheriff and Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in 1692. 
proprietors deputy etc. (Journal of the Grand Council.) Died in S.C. in 1692 
(Ibid.) 

15 Joseph Morton Jr., born 1664 or earlier; died in S.C. before Sept. 12, 1721. 
Son of Joseph Morton Sr. Landgrave, proprietors deputy, member of the Grand 
council in 1685. Judge of the Court of Admiralty 1697; elected Gov. 1700, 
but Council immediately rescinded and elected James Moore. (This Magazine 
vol. V page 110.) 

16 Major William Dunlop. (See this Magazine, vol. XXIX p. 231.) 

17 John Farr, Esq., in S.C. by 1683. (Warrants for Lands) Proprietors 
deputy 1685-1691; signs the Fundamental constitutions, Oct. 16, 1685. (Mc- 
Crady vol. i) Dead by Nov. 25, 1692. (This Magazine, vol. XI. page 124.) 

18 Col. Robert Quarry; sec. of the Province; chosen governor by Council 
upon the death of Kyrle, 1684; removed by the Proprietor 11 March, 1684/5. 
Proprietors deputy 1684-86; had a plantation in the Goose Creek section 
(McCrady, vol. 1.) In Dec. 1689, “Lt. Coll Robert Quarry, Chiefe Judge of 
the Court of Pleas” attended the funeral of Sabina de Vignon Dowager van 
Wernhout, then the second wife of Landgrave Thomas Smith. 








CORRESPONDENCE OF HENRY LAURENS 


Annotated by JosepH W. BARNWELL. 
(Continued from January, 1929) 
HENRY LAURENS TO ALEXANDER WATSON 


London 
20%» January 1747 
My Last to you was 21*t Novem. @ the Mary Cap*. Bostock 

since which I have none your favours.—I have just time to advise 
that Last Night arriv’d 

Snow Nancy Cha*. Cromie ) 

Ship Tyber John Cromie }from Lisbon 

Ship Concord Nichols 
The Nancy lost her foremast & Bowspritt, in an Engagement! to 
the Northward of this Bar with a Sloop Privateer which the other 
two Vessels clear her from. I know M*. Hopton sends a compleat 
List of other Shipping to your House by this Conveyance. please 
to make my Compliments to all M*. Crokatt’s family & to Mr’. 
Warren & believe me to be your most Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES CROKATT 


London 
21** January 1747 

I wrote you the 18* ins*. @ this conveyance to which I refer. 
since which I have deliver’d Cap*. Clark Mast’. of the Vernon 
Thirteen Sola Bills of Exchange Payable by the Trustees of Georgia 
Amounting to fifty seven Pounds Sterling & taken a Receipt or 
Bill of Lading of him for said Bills to be deliver’d in London to 
you, a Copy of which you have above please to tender said Bills 
(when they come to hand) for Acceptance & Payment & when in 
Cash Pass the N*. Amount thereof to the Creditt of my Acco’. 
with you— 

I am respectfully 
Sir 


Your most Humble Servant 


1 No mention of this encounter is made in the Gazette of the period. 
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HENRY LAURENS TO SAMUEL LAWRENCE 


New York 
21%* Janury 1747 

I doubt not you have heard by our friend? John Schermezhorn 
of my great Loss in the Death of my Dear Father. I am Left the 
Executor of his Will & in disposing of his Estate I find he has 
Left a very Large Stock of Saddlery Ware too much to dispose of 
in this Province, as there is no person here of that Trade carries it 
on with the Vigour he did in his Life time, which has occasion’d 
me to have a parcell of said Stock Pack’d up in three Trunks & 
Ship’d on the Sloop Carolina, Elisha Steel Master for your Port 
which I have address’d to you as ® Invoice & Bill Lading for same 
here inclos’d Amounting to £805.1./Currency. Please to receive 
same & endeavour to dispose of it on the best terms you can & 
for your better government therein I have inserted the Sterling 
Cost of said Goods & I presume they are low charg’d as my Father 
always Imported his own Goods & I believe traded in his way on 
the best terms. if you should find any difficulty in disposing of said 
Goods you may cause them to be dispos’d of at Publick Vendue for 
the most they will fetch, & as it’s part of an Estate which I must 
be accountable for to other persons, I must desire you to sell the 
same as soon as Possible & the N* Proceeds remitt to me by the 
first opportunity in five Hundred W*. of Sing’ Refin’d® Sugar if 
the price does not exceed 15¢ p*. with you four Hundred W*. of 
Starch in small Casks of 281 each & the remainder in good Flower 
& a few Casks Milk Bisquitt on Acco*. of the Estate of M*. John 
Laurens deceas’d. I have also Ship’d on board said Vessel & 
address’d to you on my Accot. 15 Barr Rice as ® Invoice & Bill 
Lading inclos’d which please also to dispose of in the best manner 
you can & the N*. proceeds remitt to me by the first opportunity 
in good Flower on the best Terms, & whatever you may Ship on 
either of the above Accounts, please to advise me first for Insur- 


2 John Shermerhorn died at New York, as appears by the following notice. 
“Died at New York Capt. John Shermerhorn Commander of a vessel in the 
trade between New York and this place” (South Carolina Gazette Oct. 21, 
1768, this Mag. vol. 16. p. 88.) 

3 The making of white sugar was discovered by the Venetians as early as the 
end of the 15th. or beginning of the 16th. Century, but the sugar here referred 
to was, of course, brown sugar. 
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ance, but if no opportunity presents then please to make Insur- 
ance on three fourths of whatever Value you Ship, at your place 
on the best terms you can. 

While your Son Mr’. Otho was here I did such services as were 
in my power and as he seem’d destitute of Money & Cloths I 
offer’d to furnish him but our friend M*. Schermerhorn inform’d 
me that he had orders from you for that purpose. 

I cannot conclude without returning you Thanks for your favours 
to me at New York which I shall be glad of opportunity to ac- 
knowledge by rendring you my best services whenever ’tis in my 
Power. 

I am with Compliments to your good family 
Sir your most Humble Servant 


P.S. 

We expect our Assembly will appoint 
one or two fine Vessels to be fitted out 
in a few days to Cruize on this Coast 
to Protect the Trade. 


Rice 35/. Pitch 35/. Tar 32/5. Turpentine 8/. 
Indigo this Country produce 20/p° 
Excha on London 775 p Cent. Flower £4.10/. pC*/ 


HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES CROKATT 


London 
15*® February 1747 

I wrote you the 28". Ult® #@ the Hampshire Chisman 24. Copy 
of which is # Contra. to it I refer. 

I wrote you also the 29*". Ult®. # the Barbadoes Merch*. Cos- 
greve inclosing Cap*. Clark’s 24. Receipt for the Georgia Bills 
mention’d in the foregoing. 

The Three Brothers Ormsby is since arriv’d from London but 
have receiv’d none of your favours by her. 

Inclos’d you have Abstract of Invoice, & Bill Loading for 139 
Barr’. Rice Ship’d by me ® the Amy, Pike, Amount £1360. 
14.7. the Amy is now Loaded but wants more. which I believe 
will detain her some days after the Bearer of this, as I have already 
wrote you by Six conveyances for Insurance, hope my Interest in 
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her will be secur’d in case of a Loss. you have also Inclos’d Capt. 
Clark’s 3¢ Receipt for the Georgia Bills & also Richard S*. Johns 
I**, Bill of Exchange on Thomas Tryon Esq dated 25 Janry 1747/8 
Payable 30 days after sight to me or order by me indors’d to you 
for twenty nine pounds nine Shillings & 64 Sterling which I remitt 
in part of the N*. Proceed* of 100 #% Ham’bro Check Receiv’d 
@ the Susannah Linthorne & part sold on your Acco. the Ex- 
change at 775 #@ Cent is £228.8.8. Currency to your Debitt in 
Accot. curr*. which please to Note in Confirmity. thirty five PB* 
of said Checks still remaining on hand which I am in hopes to sell 
off in a few days is the reason you are not furnish’d with Acco* 
Sales of same # this conveyance. herewith I send you a List of 
Shipping & prices Currt. & with Compliments to M*. Crokett & 
all your good family am very respectfully 
Sir Your most humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES CROKATT 


London 
17 February 1747 

herewith you have 34. Copy of mine the 28**. Ult°. B® the Ham- 
shire Chisman & I**. Copy of 15**. Inst. B the Patience Brown to 
which I refer. The Turbott, Armstrong, arriv’d from London 
Yesterday but have none of your favors by her. 

Inclos’d you have 24. Abstract of Invoice & 34. Bill Loading for 
the 139 Barrels Rice @ the Amy Pike. 

also Capt. Clarks 4**. Receipt for the 13 Georgia Bills Amount 
to £57. Sterling. 

also Richard S*. John’s 24. Bill of Exchange on Thomas Tryon 
Esq £29.9.6 Sterling indors’d Payable to you or order. which 
being the present needfull I remain 

Sir Your most Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES CROKATT 


London 
18*®, Febry’ 1747 
herewith you have 4** Copy of my Letter to you the 28**. Ult?. 
24, Copy of the 15*®, & I**. Copy of the 17**. Ins‘. to which I beg 
Leave to refer. 
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This I intend @ the Amy Cap‘. Pike on board said Vessel I 
have Ship’d 139 Barrels Rice address’d to your good self as ® 
Bill Loading & Invoice inclos’d Amount £1360.14.7. Currency, 
please to receive same on its arrival & dispose of it in the best 
manner for my Interest, & when the Sale is compleat furnish me 
with Acco*. Curr*. of same & the Net Proceeds place to the Ct 
of my Accs*. 

I am inform’d by some of my Neighbours that their friends in 
London have recover’d the Bounties & drawbacks on their Goods ® 
the Neptune, Bellegarde & the return of pramium for her Sailing 
with Convoy, & I doubt not you have recover’d same on my Ac- 
count. & I have also been inform’d that Horton’s Bills on Marriott 
were expected to be Paid in November Last, if so I am in hopes 
upon Receipt of this Rice, or recovery of the Insurance in case of 
Loss you will be enabled to Pay off all Acc’. due by me in London 
& a Ballance in my favour remain. 

Inclos’d you have Richard S* John’s 3¢ Bill on Thomas Tryon 
Esq. & also Capt Clark’s 5‘ Receipt for the Georgia Bills as men- 
tion’d in the foregoing Copies. 

I am using my best Endeavours to settle all my concerns on 
this side compleatly before I engage in any new Business, & as I 
have reduc’d them now to a narrow Compass, hope in a few Weeks 
to be quite clear.* 

by this & other conveyances I send a compleat List of Shipping 
& Prices Curr*. to your M* Wilson to which refer, & at present have 
only to add my best respects to all your Good family & that I 
am 

Sir Your most Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO RICHARD GRUBB 


London 
19t Febry 1747 
Above is Copy of my last Letter to you dated 25*®. December to 
which refer. several Ships are since arriv’d from London but have 
brought me none of your favours. 


4 Laurens was not able to carry out his intention as to making a trip to Eng- 
land in the Spring, but with the consent of Mr. Crokatt as to the delay did not 
leave Charleston until Sept. 13th. 1748 (Wallace’s Laurens p. 20.) 
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since my Last I have been as good as my promise of endeavour- 
ing to sell off your Goods & remitt the Amount, but all in vain, 
they are still on hand, I have offer’d your Trunks of Calliminco 
Shoes & Check’d Shirts at 1100 @ Cent, which will scarcely re- 
turn you the Prime Cost & Charges but even at that rate I can’t 
dispose of ’em. the reason of this is Plain, & what I have mention’d 
to you before the great Quantity of all kinds of European Goods 
Lately imported here which occasions Publick sales of such every 
day in the Week, where the Shopkeepers supply themselves—the 
whole Amount of what I have sold on your Account does not ex- 
ceed One hundred & twenty Pounds Currency, part of which is 
outstanding, but that Sum I will remitt you in the first good Bill 
of Exchange I can get. & indeavour to add to it as I don’t think 
any of our Commodities to that small Amo*. will answer the 
exchange. I am glad your Adventures are but small as they are 
Like to prove so bad but tis a common & true observation on the 
Trade of this place either a Glutt or scarcity. 

I observe a great disadvantage attend these small Adventures, 
by the Charges being much greater on such than on a Large Cargo 
in proportion. for Example, the Charges on your goods @ the 
Neptune is very near 30 % Cent & @ the Charm* Nancy 32 PB 
Cent where as the Charges on my Cargo # the Nuptune including 
Commission is not 24/4 @Ct* the difference is great part of a 
reasonable profitt. 

I am now indeavouring to settle all concerns I am engag’d in 
on this side in order to embark once more for Europe, but in what 
time I shall effect it is really uncertain as I have a troublesome 
affair of Collecting a Large Sum in outstanding debts but as I 
determine to begin no new Business till that is compleated so I 
hope a Month or two more will be sufficient. 

We have Little News in this part of the World worth Communi- 
cating except that we are now pretty certain our Indigo Manu- 
factory will prove an advantageous staple in this Colony about 
Lb 100000, has already been exported of the Last Years produce 
& I think there may yet 10 or 15,000 not come to Markett this 
incourages our Planters in general, who are determin’d the insuing 
Year to plant much more than the Last, so that we expect to make 
a sufficient Quantity in the next Crop for the Consumpt. of England 
in one Year which I think is computed 500000. I have Bought 
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several Parcels of good Indigo since my arrival but dispos’d of 
same again for Bills of Excha which I think the surest remittance, 
& this is the reason I have not Ship’d any on my Accot besides I 
was in fear that so great a Quantity as was taken from the french 
Last Year, would depreciate its Value with you but I am pleas’d 
at finding that the price still keeps up, which I learn from M* 
Flower’s Letter dated 1** October Last which is the Latest I have, 
our Oyl Manufactory is no more talk’d of, as an Article for Ex- 
portation 

I am Sir 

Your most Humble Servant 

Rice 37/6 Pitch 35/ 
Tar 30/ Turpentine 10/ 
Deer Skins 15/ Indigo 20/ 
Exchange on London 775 #@ Cent 


HENRY LAURENS TO CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN 


Jamaica 
34, March 1747 

I wrote you the 28*". December @ Mr’. Tupper Via Barbadoes & 
sent Copy of same # Capt. Rogers Via Antigua, & as I desir’d 
those Gentlemen to forward my Letters in case your Ship (the 
Aldboro.®) was sail’d to Leeward so I doubt not one or both have 
reach’d you ere this & therefore I think it needless to trouble you 
with a repetition of the Contents especially as we are in daily 
expectation of your arrival here. 

Inclos’d is a Letter from Mr*. Gadsden in which no doubt she 
acknowledges the Rec‘. of a Letter from you ® Cap*. Lusher & 
Yesterday I had the pleasure of delivering her another Rec. 
Cap‘. Butterfield from Antigua dated in December Last, from 
the Contents of those M™. Gadsden hopes these will not find you 
at Jamaica, however as ’tis possible some accident may detain you 
Longer there than expected I tell her tis better risquing a Little 
Paper & scribbling than disappoint you of a Letter in case you are 
detain’d. 

We have nothing particular in Cha*. Town worth Communicat- 
ing. 


5 The Aldborough when she came off the coast of America was struck by a 
storm which destroyed her main mast requiring her detention at Boston for the 
purpose of being refitted. 
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M’. Bard & Harry Elwes‘ who both arriv’d a few days from Phila- 
delphia make their Compliments to you. 

M'*. Gadsden & your Little one are both very well. 

I am endeavouring to Close my Concerns here in order to em- 
bark once more for London & hope to effect it by the Latter end of 
May next. I salute you & am respectfully 

Dear Sir Your most Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES CROKATT 
London 
17*®, March 1747 
I have already wrote you the 12** Inst. #@ this conveyance the 
Tyber, Cap*. Cromie to which I refer. 

The needfull of this is to inform that I have this day got a Par- 
cell of Indigo about 350!» which I determine to Ship on board the 
Three Brothers, Cap*. Ormsby, for London & therefore desire you 
will insure on said Ship on my Account a Sum sufficient to Neat 
Forty five Pounds Sterling in case of a Loss, which may be in- 
cluded in the Pollicy of Insurance on your own Account as I have 
advis’d that I intend to Ship about forty five Barr’. Rice in her on 
your Account, half of which is now on board & the remainder will 
be this Week.— 

The Three Brothers is to sail in Company with the Turbott 
Armstrong, & Rachael Remington, all Stout Colliers well Provided, 
will not Sail in Less than a Month from this time & to go North 
about which I hope will Lessen the pramium. I am 

Sir Your most Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO RICHARD GRUBB 


London 
4th March 1747 
herewith you have Copy of mine the 19** Ult°. & 34 Inst. ® the 
Minerva, Catherwood, to which I refer. the present needful is to 
forward you James M‘Kays second Bill on Perigrine Fury for 
twenty Pounds Sterling as mention’d in mine of the 34 Ins*. which 
I now inclose & am Sir 
Your most Humble Servant 


6 Mr. Bard and Mr. Elwes were Citizens and merchants of Philadelphia. 
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HENRY LAURENS TO THOM’. SAVAGE? 


Boston 
4th March 1747 
Inclos’d is a Letter I wrote you the II** November Last intended 
¢# Cap*. Knox to which I refer.— 

I have since receiv’d your favour of the 26** December. 

I observe you had or intended to forward a Letter to my care for 
Mr. Gadsden but as yet it has not appear’d to either of us perhaps 
you put it on board Cap*. Haugh who is not arriv’d. 

since my Last M*. Benjamin Savage* has paid me 35/8 Sterling 
you mention which Ballances our Accounts.— 

We have very Lately had a severe Frost which in one Night has 
to present appearances distroy’d all our Orange Trees,’ so that I 
fear we shall have none of that Fruit of our own Groth for two or 
three Years hereafter. I had a pretty Large Crop the Last Year out 
of a Garden of my own but being a Batchelor & no house Keeper. 
Ihave given to one & another till I have not Left my self an Orange. 
& since that Frost the Price is advanc’d 100 ® Cent & but few to 
be had any where. 

I have almost finish’d my affairs on this side & am hopefull to 
embark for London some time in May next. I offer my Compli- 
ments to M's. Savage & your Little ones & am 

Dear Sir Your most Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES CROKATT 


London 
5*® March 1747 
My last to you was 18*" Ult°. @ the Amy Pike, I*t Copy of which 
with second Copy of mine the 17*® & third Copy of the 15 Ult°. 
you have here inclos’d to which I refer. 


7Thomas Savage of Boston (1709-1760). He was a cousin of Benjamin 
Savage of Charleston. A fine portrait of him accompanies the notice of him in 
‘“Major Thomas Savage of Boston and his descendants” by Lawrence Park. 

8 Benjamin Savage (This Mag. vol. 27. p. 286.) 

®It is not often that such severe cold is experienced in Charleston as late as 
March, but the frost under the expressions of the letter may have occurred be- 
fore the middle of February when our coldest weather through a long series of 
years has taken place to the destruction of many tropical and semi-tropical 
plants. 
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the Jenny, Whitwood from Pool is since arriv’d but I have recd. 
none of your favours by her. @ the Amy Pike I shipped 139 
Barr*. Rice on my Account address’d to you for which I now in- 
close you 34, Abstract of Invoice & 4** Bill Loading to serve in 
case of need. 

On the three Brothers Capt. Ormsby for London I intend to 
Ship about forty five Barr’. Rice addressed to you one eighth part 
thereof in part of the Marble Slabbs Recd. from you # the Europa 
Wright & the remainder on Account of the Hamburgh Checks 
Recd. # the Susannah said Rice will Cost me about 32/6 ® 100. 
the three Brothers is a fine Stout Collier well provided with Close 
Quarters & will Sail about thirty days after this. this for your 
government in Insuring if you think needfull. 

@ Contra you have a List of Shipping in this Port Iam.— 


HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES CROKATT 


London 
12 March 1747 
Preceeding this you have, 4*". Copy of mine the 15*".—34 Copy of 
the 17*. & 24 Copy of 18* February & also 24 Copy of my Last 
the 5*”. Ins‘. to which beg Leave to refer. 

inclos’d with this you have 4*", Abstract of Invoice & 5**. bill 
Loading for the 139 Barr*. Rice Ship’d by me ? the Amy, Pike.— 

The Three Brothers Ormsby has yet only 15 Barr*. Rice on 
board. Ihave yet ship’d none, so I presume she will not sail in 
Less than a Month from this time & the Captain informs me he is 
determin’d to go in Company with two other stout Colliers now 
Loading here, in which case there will be no danger from the 
Little Privateers on this side.— 

Yesterday arriv’d the Good Intent Beaver from London by 
whom I have receiv’d Ist Copys of your several favours # the 
27%, & 30. October. the 13*, 14*®, & 24t8, November with ad- 
dition of prices Curr*. the 8t®. December. for which I return thanks 
& shall now answer in Course. 

I observe you have Ship’d Sundry Goods on my Acco‘. Amot. 
£992.14.1 Sterling # the Martin Jackson which I Little expected, 
as my order for said Goods was 10* July Last @ the Concord 
Young, & the 14*". ditto ® the same conveyance I forbid shipping 
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them, however as that Vessel is not arriv’d we suppose she is Lost 
or taken, if either shall appear to be the case on this side I shall 
endeavour to send you proof of same to recover Insurances made 
on her.— 

I duly Note the Contents of yours the 30**. October, & if Mr. 
Graham should arrive here you may be assur’d I will act in every 
respect agreeable to your direction. his Partner M’. Irvine went 
to the West Indies Last Summer in Employ of Docter James 
Irving’? & in his return was cast away & drown’d & Docter Irving 
sail’d hence for Bristol in the Alex’. Powel, about a Month since. 

I observe you have Charter’d the Speedwell Morrice, to be Laden 

at this Port by Misses Hopton & Smith & myself for London; I 
shall prepare my part of her Cargo & give her the best dispatch I 
can & also supply the Captain with Cash as you mention, & join 
with him in Bond at the Naval office. 
IT also observe that you had made additional Insurance of Two 
hundred & Eighty Pounds on the Posbrooke, S*. Barb. & Insur’d 
the same Sum on the Loyal Judith Cowie the whole Pramium of 
both is now to be charg’d to my acco*. & the N*. Proceeds of the 
Eight Hogshds Skins Ship’d on those Vessels to be plac’d to my 
Credit, as I have purchas’d the half, which M*. Francis Bremar 
was Interested in same, which I advis’d you the 234 Novem. ® 
Mary Bostock & sent four Copies of said Letter. 

I now inclose you Rich*. S*. John’s 4** Bill on Thom.*® Tryon 
Esq. for twenty nine pounds 9/6 St%. to serve in case the others 
miscarry. 

I am in hopes if the Martin Jackson, arrives to receive acknowl- 
edgement of my Letters to you of the 34 June Last ® the Tyber 
Cromie—5** ditto @ Tryton Burrows—10* July #@ Concord 
Young & especially of the Bills of Exchange inclos’d in them, 
which none of your Letters come to hand makes any mention of. 

the 224 December Last @® the Blackett & Fenwicke Foot. 
I inform’d you that Joshua Toomer had Elop’d from this Province 
& was arriv’d at Wilmington in N° Carolina, intending to keep a 
Publick House there, & that M*. Roger Moore promiss’d his as- 


Cia 


10 Doctor James Irving (1713-1775) a Scotchman who came to Charleston 
about 1745 and married Elizabeth Motte, daughter of Jacob Motte and Eliza- 
beth Martin Feb. 22. 1746/47 left for Jamaica in 1752 and finally died in London. 
(Irving of Ironside by Sir. Amilius Irving of Canada p. 40.) 
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sistance, to recover the Amount of his Bond to you if you would 
send him a Power. the Bond is still in my Possession. whether 
sending a Power to N° Carolina would be of any service to you or 
not I will not pretend to say, but you may form some judgment 
from the following Story. A Person in my Debt near Three 
hundred Pounds Sterling absconded from hence about 2/2 Years 
ago & went to that Province, a power of Attorney was immediately 
sent after him, & he was arrested, & judgment obtain’d but nothing 
further done; in November Last I went my self to Cape Feare, 
where I found my Debtor in good Circumstances, sufficient to Pay 
twice the Sum above mention’d however to get clear of the affair 
I made him an offer to give up all the Interest if he would Pay me 
the Principal of his Bond, which he refus’d to do unless I would 
take it in Pitch & Tar at his own Price & time. I then impower’d 
another Person to Act for me & recover the Amot. due & from that 
time to this moment I have not had a Line or Message on this 
affair; altho’ more than twenty conveyances have since presented. 
herewith I send you a List of Shipping & Prices Curr*. & am very 
respectfully 
Sir 
Your Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO RICHARD GRUBB 


London 
16*® March 1747 
Inclos’d you have 24 Copies of mine the 19** Ult°. & 34 Inst. B 
the Minerva Catherwood to which please to be refer’d. 

A few days ago the Good Intent Beaver arriv’d from London 
but I have receiv’d none of your favours by her. 

You will observe in my Letter the 34 Ins*. I remitted you James 
M°Kay’s I* Bill on Perig. Fury dated 29*® Janty, 1747/8. for 
Twenty Pounds Sterl¢. on your own Account since which I wrote 
you the 4* Inst. @ the Friendship Cleland & Inclos’d the 24 
Bill & under this Cover I now forward you the 34 to serve in case 
the others are miscarried. 

Inclos’d you have also Accot. Sales of one Trunk Shoes rec‘. 
on your Account # the Charming Nancy Amot. to £273.0.8¢— 
which I place to your Credit in Acco‘. Curr*. & shall remit it when 
in Cash or perhaps before if a good Bill of Excha. should offer, I 
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am sorry to render you such a poor Acco’. which would not return 
your first Cost if any Charge attended the Sale on this side; how- 
ever I assure you I have done the best in my Power for your In- 
terest, & think they are well Sold considering how this place is 
overstock’d with that Article. perhaps if I had kept them Longer 
on hand, 6 or 8 Months & then sold ’em at 6 or 8 Months Creditt I 
could have obtain’d a better price, but I think tis best to send your 
own Money again & give you a chance of turning it in a better 
adventure. 

As I knew Mr’. B. Michie" had sold Goods here on your Acco*. 
I have told him I would advance the above Sum & add it to the 
Amot*. in his hands to Purchase a Parcell of good Indigo & remitt 
you, but he assures me he has us’d his utmost dilligence to get in 
an outstanding debt on your Acco*. & cannot as yet.— 

No variation in your other articles with me worth mentioning. 

by Letters I have receiv’d this Week from London I perceive I 
have a small Cargo of Goods Ship’d #@ the Martin Jackson which 
I Little expected as by the same conveyance I order’d said Goods. 
I forbid them again, however, as that Vessel does not appear yet 
we dispair of seeing her here. 

I am respectfully 
Dear Sir Your most Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO RICHARD GRUBB 


London 
34, March 1747 

Inclosed you have a Letter I wrote you the 19** Ult®. annex’d to 
Copy of mine the 25*» December to which refer. I intended same 
@ the Amy, Pike, but by mistake were Left behind. the Snow— 
Whitwood from Pool is since arriv’d but I have not a Line by her 
from you.— 

the present needfull is to forward you James M°Kay’s first 
Bill on Pereg Fury Esq. dated 29** January 1747.8 Pay’ble at 
30 days sight to Henry Murhover or order & by him indors’d to 
you Value for me for twenty pounds Sterling which I believe will 
be duly Paid & therefore remitt it on your Account the Exchange 


11 Benjamin Michie was buried Oct. 22. 1749 (St. Philip’s Reg. Salley p. 
213.) There were families of the name in Charleston at that date. 
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a 775 #@ Cent Amounts to One hundred & fifty five Pounds £155 
Currency for which I debitt your Acco‘. Curr’. Please to note 
same in Conformity.— 

No Variation in your affairs with me since my Last.— 

I am Sir Your most Humble Servant. 
HENRY LAURENS TO JAMES HABERSHAM” 
Georgia 
18*®, March 1747 

I have receiv’d your favours of 24 & 10**. Ins*. with the Latter 
four hundred & Eighty three Pounds 15/6 Currency, in Georgia 
Bills Silver & Paper Currency as # your Account for which I 
return thanks & hereby acknowledge it to be the full Ballance of 
Mess"*, Harris & Habersham’s Account, & agreably have Pass’d 
said Amount to their Creditt. 

I am using all deligence to Close my Concerns here, & hope to 
be clear & ready to embark for London early in May next; if please 
God I arrive there in Safety tis probable I shall settle, as the expec- 
tation of it, induces me to go, however having been once disap- 
pointed I will not depend. if I should settle there shall readily 
open Correspondence with you & am of your opinion that it will 
be to mutual advantage, & whether I do or not, shall take the 
pleasure of writing you a Line with prices Currant. I am re- 
spectfully 

Sir 
Your most Humble Servant 


HENRY LAURENS TO HUGH BRYAN 
Port Royal 
19th, March 1747 
I wrote to you the 29**. December Last informing that your Note 
for One hundred & Eighty Pounds Payable to Laurens & Addison 


12 James Habersham (1715-1776) came from England in 1740 and was 
President of the Bethesda Orphan House founded by Whitfield in Georgia. 
He was secretary of the Province of Georgia and assistant to President Wright, 
Member of the Royal Council and for a short period acted as Governor when 
Sir James Wright departed from the Province. He is said to have founded 
the first Commercial House in Georgia. 

13 He did not settle in England but returned to Charleston most fortunately 
for his own interest and that of the Province. 
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was assign’d to me for the use of M*. John Lauren’s Estate & 
begging the favour of you to Pay it off as I was much in want of 
Money for that Estate, but as I have Receiv’d no Answer I imagine 
my Letter has not reach’d you which occasions my writing to you 
again on the same Business. 

I shall Leave this Province early in May next if I can possibly 
settle my Fathers affairs in the mean time, & therefore I shall es- 
teem it a favour if you will furnish me with the Amount of your 
said Note which will much oblige 

Sir 
Your most Humble Servant 


(To be continued) 























GARTH CORRESPONDENCE 


Annotated by JosrpH W. BARNWELL 
(Continued from January 1929) 


REMARKS ON THE CHIEF JUSTICE’S DEFENCE! 


N°. 1. Indirectly reflected on &c., It is no reflection either direct 
upon the King for the Representatives of the People to Petition 
him for redress of their Grivances, but their right so to do; nor 
is it any for them in their Petition to enumerate Facts in order to 
demonstrate those Grievances, tho’ such facts may reflect very 
strongly and directly on the Persons complained against, of whom 
the King cannot always be supposed to have sufficient knowledge.— 
He has often been deceived in his Grants, but it never was thought 
a reflection on him for the persons thereby injured to Complain 
to him that he was so. even if the Committee has Injudiciously 
reflected on His Majesty, such a Circumstance would not have 
made the Chief Justice fitter for his Office—This Remark however 
shews his aim which (as is more Evident hereafter) is to represent 
the Committee, and indeed the whole House in an odious Light, 
in order to prejudice those to whom our Complaint may be referred, 
with an Opinion that it is Partial and ill founded, make them less 
inclined to sift into the truth of it, and thereby get himself Screened 
perhaps from the Censure which must ensue from a just decision 
on the Case.” 

2. Conversant &c., The Committee cannot be supposed to know 
anything of the Chief Justice’s Education. They can judge of 
that only from his Behaviour, he has taken Care however to speak 
of it in very general terms, and at most appears never to have been 
in a higher Station than a Student at Gray’s Inn, where probably 
he was just entered to give the better Colour to his appointment 
to his Office, for tho’ he says he has been many Years conversant in 


1 Copies of the Journals of The Commons House were forwarded regularly 


to London. 
2 His efforts were unsuccessful for Governor Bull suspended him and he 


never again exercised the office of Chief Justice. 
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the business of the Law &c., yet he very cautiously avoids dis- 
covering how long he was at Gray’s Inn,’ which affords a good 
reason for this Observation. Tis to be wished that if he would 
have raised an Argument in favour of his Ability from his plan or 
Course of Education, he had given a more Minute Account of it, 
which however if Common report is true, would not have turned 
out to his advantage; but admitting all that he says of himself 
before he came to this province to be true, he may still be as he is 
wholly unacquainted with the Law, more Especially if he wants 
Capacity which he does; However too far the making such a Charge 
against almost any British Subject in the Province would be going; 
the Committee think it more applicable to him than any such 
Person.— 

That he has sat so long, is the greater Misfortune to the Province, 
but if he has sat five Years too’ long, it is the best reason for re- 
moving now speedily.—It cannot be inferred from his sitting there 
so long, that therefore he is fit for the Office, tho’ perhaps the 
assembly may be thought remiss for not applying sooner, which 
real Pity for the Man, and hopes that he would in time do better 
occasioned.—the same Motive would have induced them still to 
refrain, if they had any hopes left. see the Address §3.—That he 
did so without assistants cannot be intended to insinuate that he 
wanted none, for in the 8** § of the Defence, he acknowledges 
that till very lately he has been in absolute want of ’em.—It 
would puzzle the Chief Justice to find many Determinations on 
Solemn Arguments in his time, or even many right and lega 
Decisions amongst the few that he has given; the Instance to which 
he refers; is not brought by the Committee to show his Ignorance, 
Instances to prove that would have been endless and Needless— 
the particular Fact which they selected, they say do not fall in- 
tirely under that head; that is otherwise proved: vid. 1%*. Par’. 
of the Report.— 

Indeed the Committee recommended to the House, if they had 


* The so called legal education of the Inns of Court at that time given to 
applicants for the Bar and until a very late period in the 19*t* century was 
nothing at all, and the examination farcical. It was, however, necessary that 
the student should have eaten a specified number of dinners at the table of 
his Inn. 
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any doubt upon so clear a Point, to interrogate such of its Members‘ 
as are of the long Robe.—there are no less than six of the Profes- 
sion in the House, none of whom could say a Word in favour of his 
Knowledge, but concurred with the House, who agreed to the 
Report without a Question, It being laid by the Governor, be- 
fore the Council, where the Lieut. Governor, who was many Years 
a Judge in the Common Pleas, and the Attorney General, Sat, no 
one there could speak in his vindication; therefore Governor, 
Council and Assembly were all clear in Opinion of the Chief Jus- 
tice’s Unfitness, which is sufficient for his removal, tho’ every- 
thing else in the Report was false:—The Circumstance on which he 
relies to show his Knowledge of the Laws are far fetched, trifling 
and insignificant. 

3. It is true that a New Edition of our Acts of Assembly would 
be of Use, but not so that few of em’ have ever heen printed, and 
that most of them are not to be got at, on the Contrary, they were 
Published by Judge Trott, whose Edition of them comes down to 
the year 1734. Since that time they are Written by the Clerk of 
the Assembly as Passed in a Book kept for that purpose, also by 
the Clerk of the Council, the Original lodged in the Secretary’s 
Offices. Copies are also Printed at the Public expence every year, 
and two for the Use of the Members of the Council and Assembly, 
so that most if not all of the Acts are in Print, and tho’ not bound 
up regularly in Volumns may be got together. with a little trouble 
and Expence, the want of a New Edition of the Acts has indeed 
been several times presented by Grand Juries as a Grievance, the 
Assembly have several times advertised for Persons willing to 
Undertake the Compiling them, to give in Proposals for so doing, 
but Persons have either been unfit for the Work or Immoderate in 
their Demands; Even lately they have Advertised again.— 

The Chief Justice has, it is true often given it in Charge to the 
Grand Jury to Present the Want of a New Edition of our Laws, 
and is always loudly exclaiming on that head, but this is appre- 
hended to be only done to Colour his extream Ignorance of them, 


‘Thos. Bee, John Rutledge, Benjamin Gueron, Charles Pinckney, William 
Henry Drayton and Peter Manigault. 

5 The Secretary’s Office was then in Charleston where all Government 
records were kept. It was not until after the Capital of the State was removed 
to Columbia in 1790 that the records were kept there. 
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however the Commee do not complain of such ignorance of his 
as is invincible from any other Cause but his want of Capacity 
which makes him more unacquainted with the Law than any At- 
torney in the Province.—The Chief Justice’s Declaration with 
regard to the cause of the want of a New Edition, is a great reflec- 
tion not only on the whole House of Assembly, but on all the 
Inhabitants of the Province, to suppose the Lawyers activated 
as Members of the House by such Motives, the People so infatuated 
as to Elect such Representatives, and the other Members, no less 
than Forty Six, to be so weak as to be influenced by Four, who are 
all the Lawyers that practise, and are or for many Years have 
been Members of Assembly; and the Declaration which he says 
they have made at the Bar is absolutely false, indeed part of which 
he says shows it to be so, because all the Lawyers in the House are 
also Planters, who need not quit the Bar to follow what they al- 
ready do. 

4, It is very extraordinary that the Chief Justice should here 
introduce any thing about the Stamp Act, and can be for no other 
purpose but that of Insinuating that our Complaint against him is 
owing to his Conduct on that occasion.—a thing which he dares 
not avow in terms; let that Conduct have been what it may we 
will not touch on it, tho’ by the bye, we know of no Merit which he 
discovered either as a King’s Officer, or in any other Station with 
regard to that Law.—But Note his Account of the Matter. with 
what an Air of improbability he himself relates it. “In a very 
narrow Lane, late in a very Dark evening, he observed five or 
Six Waggoners.” Quere! how could he see them at that time, 
and in such a place; Strange also that they could be so clear sighted 
as then to know his Carriage and Person, much Stranger, that if 
there were five or Six of those Men (who as he says called them- 
selves Liberty Boys) intended to do him some injury, they did not 
accomplish their Design, their Number was certainly sufficient, 
the time and opportunity Convenient. 

But what is still more extraordinary is, that there is not a 
Syllable of truth in this Account of his, for tis beyond a doubt 
that the Case is truly set forth in the Report, and that the fact 
happened on the 13*". November 1762. several Years’ before the 
Stamp Act was ever thought of. Hard indeed upon the Chief 
Justice, to be obliged to slip over three Years, get to the Stamp 
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Act to assist his Cause, and have recourse to an absolute Falsity to 
help him out, Neither could the man have brought an Action 
against him at that time so as to obtain a Judgment, for till 1766, 
there was but one Assistant Judge (who by Act of Assembly can- 
not alone hold a Court to do Business) and the Chief Justice could 
not try his own Cause; the Goods were Stolen on Saturday Night, 
Application made to him for satisfaction on Monday afterwards, 
which he refused. the Man lives upwards of two Hundred Miles 
from Charles town,® and it would have been better for him, if 
Wealthy, to put up with the first loss, than be at the trouble and 
Expence of coming Perhaps frequently down here to See the Chief 
Justice and attend the Court, but being very Poor, he is unable to 
attempt it, and it is no ways Preposterous for the Committee to 
represent such an Arbitrary and Oppressive Act.— 

5. The Chief Justice does not seem to Understand the Nature of 
the Charge, to grant a New Trial for Excessive Damages, or 
Arrest a Judgment for a good Cause are proper Steps, but he re- 
fused a New Trial on the Motion for it on Account of excessive 
Damages, and immediately afterwards upon Motion in Arrest 
of Judgment, not only did Arrest it, but granted a New Trial, which 
was the very thing that he had refused a little while before; It was 
of no Consequence to the Defendant if he got a New Trial, for what 
Cause it was granted.—this shewed great Levity in the Chief 
Justice, not only to grant what he had just before refused, but to 
do it without any kind of Reason, thereby diviate from the Uniform 
settled practice of the Court ever since its Establishment; then to 
fall again into the same Practice as taking Verdicts in every other 
Case.—His Conduct in this Instance could not be mere Error in 
Judgment. a writ of Error might certainly have been brought, 
but the plaintiff thinking the Damages moderate rather chose to 
take the Verdict of a Second Jury, which turned out to be little 
short of the Damages first given, and so well satisfied was he with 
the Propriety and Legality of the Method of taking the first Ver- 
dict, that he chose to take the second in the same way, But yet 


6 At that time the only Court of general jurisdiction was held in Charles- 
town, and after the peace of 1763 with France, a very large imigration of 
Virginians and Pensylvanians and others took place in the up country, or what 
was then called the “Back Country.” The distance of the court from the up 
country was a great inconvenience to the Imigrants. 
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there was no Motion for Arresting that Judgment, nor did the 
Defendant think proper to bring any Writ of Error to reverse it; 
The Charge of the Committee being Prepossessed and incensed 
against the Chief Justice, is highly unbecoming, but if true would 
not make him less Culpable: Judge of his Actions, and let the most 
unbiassed, Candid and impartial determine on them.— 

6. It is needless to enter into an enquiry as to the truth of the 
Affair which he relates so Minutely about Smith.—the Character 
and behavior of the Man and his supposed Wife, are out of the 
Question, be they what the Will, the Chief Justice should have 
discharged him legally, and not by mean Sinister ways, tampering 
with a Goaler, elude the Course of Justice, and endeavouring to 
procure a Prisoners Escape. Suppose the Goaler had known so 
little of his Duty as to have suffered the Man to go at large, on an 
Application by the Attorney General to the Court for its Censure 
against the Goaler, would the Chief Justice who had advised and 
Procured the Escape, have been impartial in the Matter, with what 
Propriety could he on the Bench have censured the Man for 
Complying with his private Directions, or overlooked the Goaler’s 
Misconduct. But we dont find that Smith’s Letter is produced, 
or that there really is such a one, nor that he was desirous of going 
off the Province. by what passed between Obrian and Donnavan, 
the Chief Justice seems not to have thought this affair so trivial as 
his Defence says it was. (See the Report on this Head.) 

7. The Imprisoning the Man for a Debt, without Writ or War- 
rant is acknowledged, the Chief Justice had no other pretence, and 
no more right for so doing, than any other Person who fears his 
Debtors running away; this he can’t say is owing to Error in Judg- 
ment, what then? to the same Arbitrary Principle which Gov- 
erned him in many other Instances set forth in the Report.— 

8. The Chief Justice acknowledges his ignorance of the Act of 
Assembly: that was surely not Invincible, the Act being in print, 
tho’ perhaps not in his Library. He Confesses his interfering in a 
Matter which but a Circumstance that happened long afterwards, 
the Appointment of Assistant Judges, must have been tried be- 
fore him. that he gave advice about it, and when the Trial was 
coming on caused the Defendant to be advised to make an Aff- 
davit, which Holson did not know or believe to be true; is not this 
tampering with Evidence, and a very improper Conduct in a Judge? 
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He acknowledges his indemnifying Holson, had he sat as Judge, 
probably the method of indemnifying him for observing his direc- 
tions would have been by Nonsuiting the Plaintiff. 

Suppose he knew nothing of the Enfranchising Act, the Negro 
Law’ (which see) points out a very different Method to be fol- 
lowed by Negroes who claim Freedom, not a Committing them to 
the Work House, there to remain ’till the Chief Justice’s order to 
the Contrary, and afterwards to be sold for paying the Charges 
of keeping them; He is silent as to the not paying Holson for 
keeping the Wench, his behavior to M'. Smith, and what he told 
Holson after the Trial—The Chief Justice has not looked narrowly 
enough at the Report; for if he had, he would have found that the 
Quantum of Damages was inserted in it, and the Committee 
made use of no Art upon that or any other Point, but the Art of 
stating Facts truly, which Art by some part of the Chief Justice’s 
Defence, it appears he has still to learn.—The dangerous Conse- 
quences of Judges intermedling in Cases which may come before 
them, so as to be anyways biassed, are obvious, much more 
the taking part in them and espousing one side of the Case; and 
what inconveniencies must arise from their protecting our Slaves, 
who have as much pretence to freedom, as this Wench appears to 
have had.— 

9. The Chief Justice sets up a different Behaviour, desiring 
Holson to discharge, and giving an Order, and insists that this 
was no Order, a very refined distinction indeed. See the Conclu- 
sion. This shall be your Warrant, under hand and Seal.—Call it 
what you will, certain it is that Holson did Discharge the Girl in 
Consequence of it, and that she went to the Chief Justice’s House, 
who seems to acknowledge, tho’ not expressly that Holson had no 
right to discharge her upon that Footing. As Chief Justice, upon 
a proper Application, he might have issued a Habus Corpus, and 
the Matter might have been heard against the discharge. He 
insists that the Magistrate had no power to Commit her, that would 
have appeared on Return of the Habus Corpus; certainly he had 
no right to divest the Owner of his Property, or discharge without 
a regular removal, on a hearing ex parte! 


7The “Negro Act’? is not now found printed in the Statutes of South 
Carolina, 
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10. The Story is told improbably; had the Chief Justice been 
only inclined to do a Charitable Action for the Child, he would 
have advanced the Money, and not have suffered the Action to 
be brought and Expences incurred. He might easily have in- 
demnified Holson if Assistant Judges had not been appointed, 
without paying the Money, for how could he have sat as Judge in a 
Cause in which he really was the defendant. 

11. The Story about Dempsey’s® Negroes is very Prolix; it 
plainly appeared however that the Man has been by the Chief Jus- 
tice’s means deprived of what he claimed as, and for ought appear- 
ing, is his property—Negroes are not Witnesses except against 
each other, and certainly an Account given by an Artful Negro 
of his being intitled to his freedom, should never induce a Judge, 
before whom that Point must be tried, to protect him and keep him 
from the Person who Professes himself the Negroe’s Master. his 
behaviour to Dempsey set forth in the report, is not denied.—It is 
however extraordinary that one reason of the Chief Justice’s 
thinking the Negroes intitled to their freedom, was as he says, that 
Competent knowledge of the Strict terms of the Enfranchising 
Act, tho’ in his relation of the Case of Clarinda, he declares that he 
had no means of informing himself of that Act, and had never seen 
it till since the Report was received; how then could he tell when 
Dempsey’s Negroes applied to him, whether they had a knowledge 
of the terms of the Act or not; It must be remembered that there 
was only one Judge at this time also besides himself, and therefore 
no Action could then have been brought against him, and indeed 
so little appearance was there of Gentlemen accepting the Com- 
mission of Assistant Judges, that the Chief Justice seems to have 
thought himself secure in doing or attempting any thing, And 
to have made only his Will the Law.— 

12. That Nettles was a Couragious honest Man, and very useful 
in those parts, and did a Just Action, therefore suffered to go at 





8 It has been often maintained that it was the oppointment to important 
offices in the Province of incompetent Englishmen, often with bad characters, 
when appointments like that of the second Lieut. Governor Bull could easily 
have been made from natives of the Province, was largely responsible for the 
alienation of the loyal sentiment which had prevailed in the Province. In 
his defense Shinner shows his intimacy with Gov. Boone, whose moral character 
was bad, and, as a contrast to this, Gov. Bull ignored his defense and suspended 
him. 
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Liberty. Strange that such a Man could not find Bail, more so 
that a Chief Justice should listen to the Accounts which Felons 
give in private of their Actions, and Conclude from thence that 
they behaved Meritoriously, and stop the Course of Justice.— 
Nettles tis true did come down at last Sessions, but it is to be 
observed that it was well known and Public, that the Committee 
had before that time this Matter under Consideration, else prob- 
ably he would not have been there: it is also certain, that a Bill of 
Indictment was found against him for this very Offence, whether 
he is guilty or innocent, remains yet to be determined; but this 
much cannot be denied, that it was absolutely improper for the 
Chief Justice to interfere in the Manner he did, and that the 
Consequences which might, and probably would have ensued 
from such an Extraordinary way of proceeding in the back parts 
of the Country, are imputable to him; his Expressions with regard 
to Black, were surely very indecent and highly unbecoming a Judge, 
and resembles much the prejudging a Man’s Case, and appears as 
if he took a pride in doing what to a Judge of humanity, is the most 
disagreeable part of his Office, Condemning persons to Death.— 

13. Idle and impertinent Questions. 

14. False.— 

15. The Report speaks of his general Conduct on such Occasions, 
he Answers only as to one Case, and then cannot excuse himself. 

16. Quibbling upon the Word, adequate, by which was intended a 
knowledge adequate to such an Office, such a knowledge as every 
Chief Justice ought to have, a knowledge without which he would 
not be fit for such an Office, the Laws of the Land are explained 
above, Viz. The Common Law, it being of force here, such 
Acts of Parliament as are also of force, and the Acts of Assembly; 
this surely he ought to have a knowledge of, and if he is removed, 
We do not dispair of having, as we have had, a Chief Justice 
endowed with even an Adequate knowledge of them all.— 

17. Idle Quibbling on the Word, therefore. 

18. False. 

19. The address speaks for itself; a Copy of the Report, the 
Clerk of the House was ordered to deliver to the Chief Justice, 
which was actually done the very evening it was agreed to; the 
Person from whom the Chief Justice received his information was 
Mistaken.—We know not to what Custom he alludes, and his 
Doctrine about Customs is nothing to the Point. 
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20. False and mean aspersions on the Members of the Committee. 

21. How does he know upon whose Testimony the Committee 
Proceeded, every Person examined before the Committee was a 
Competent Witness, such as must have been admitted in Court, 
many Gent™. of Character, and if they were obliged to examine 
low Persons, it was because they were best acquainted with the 
Facts committed by the Chief Justice, and here Complained of:— 
it is Strange that he shou’d not know that Persons are not ex- 
amined by a Committee on Oath, tho’ the Committee here observed 
to every one, that they should expect as faithful an Account, as 
if they had been Sworn. 

22. The Report says they have only Selected some of the Facts, 
let them speak for themselves, from them it will appear whether 
even separately Considered, any one of them can be Justified.— 

23. Nothing turned out the Chief Justice’s Honour before the 
Committee; the Matter of Renunciation of Dower® appeared to 
proceed merely from Ignorance, it would have been almost endless 
to set forth all the Instances of his mere Ignorance, therefore the 
Committee dropt this and for no other reason. If he can derive 
any Honour from it, why did not he tell the Story, all that the 
Committee think he could make of it, would be to shew his extream 
Ignorance, and from thence his disuading a Woman from renounc- 
ing her Dower, which he had nothing more to do with, than to take 
it if she chose to give it; instead of which he gave her advice: Who 
the Persons are that could have been of any service as Witnesses 
to the Chief Justice touching the Matters in the Report, the Com- 
mittee know not, but they examined every Person who as it ap- 
peared to them could have any knowledge of the Facts there set 
forth, and if he has any Witnesses, why did not he produce them 
before the Governor on his Defence: No one Charge is aggravated, 
the Facts are barely stated, without any Comment, Reasoning or 
Argument. 

24. The Chief Justice’s Maxim does not here apply: the one 


® Under the common law a wife was entitled to a life estate in 1/3 of the lands 
of which her husband was possessed or “‘seized” during the marriage, and such 
is the law in South Carolina to this day. A woman could renounce her Dower 
at that time while her husband was living after examination by one of the 
Judges as to her willingness without compulsion to release her Dower. It 
may now he done before a notary or certain other oflicers. 
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being a Public, the other a private Prosecution, which are very 
common Method’s of Proceeding, where the Grievances is not 
merely of a private Nature. 

25. Nothing to the purpose. 

26. This Case is ludicrously reported and not truly, but just in 
such a Manner as may at best serve his purpose, and the Com- 
mittee cannot discover any Similitude between the Case and that 
to which the Chief Justice resembles it, yet they find a very ma- 
terial difference which he seems not to have adverted to, Viz. 
That in the one Case only the Judgment was arrested, and in the 
other, not only the Judgment arrested, but a New trial ordered 
after it had been refused. 

27. The abuse here thrown out against the Assembly or Com- 
mittee, is unworthy an Answer, nor did the Committee set a 
Month purposely to frame the Report, or any particular time on 
purpose, but met occasionally when the House happened not to be 
sitting, or Witnesses could attend them. 

28. Tho’ we know not who the Boute’feu is, Yet we have no 
Objection to so Pious a Wish. 

Copy of an Affidavit of James Donavan, sworn to before Fen- 
wick Bull Esq’. and transmitted to the Agent, with the Remarks 
on the Chief Justice’s Defence. 

South Carolina./. 

Personally appeared James Donavan, keeper of His Majesty’s 
Goal in Charles Town, who being duly Sworn on the Holy Evan- 
gelist of Almighty God, deposeth and Sayeth, that a Waggoner, 
which this Deponent hath since been informed was the Servant of 
one Richard Brandon, was sent to the Common Goal of Charles- 
town, by the Honorable Charles Shinner Esquire Chief Justice of 
the Province aforesaid, without any Mittimus, or Written Com- 
mitment, some time in the Year of our Lord 1762. on a Saturday 
Evening for Smacking his Whip as the Chief Justice was Passing 
a ong in his Chair, which frighted his Horse and made him start, 
as the said Chief Justice told this Deponent, and that the said 
Waggoner remained in Confinement until the Monday Morning 
following, when he was discharged by Liberate!® from the Chief 


10 The old “writs” at Common Law were written in Latin and they were 
called generally after the first word of the writ so that the word “Liberate” 
which means “release in the imperative’ meant a writ directing the jailor to 
release the prisoner. 
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Justice, and that he is Possitive the said Waggoner was not sent to 

the Common Goal by the Said Chief Justice in October Sessions 

1765. and not any other time than as above mentioned. 
(Signed) James Donavan 


(To be continued) 




















MARRIAGE AND DEATH NOTICES FROM THE 
CHARLESTON COURIER 1806 


Copied by ELizABETH HEYWARD JERVEY 
(Continued from January) 


A Jury of Inquest was held yesterday morning, on the body 
of John Drunckmoller, found drowned in D’Olyley’s Dock. The 
Jury brought in a verdict, that the deceased came to his death by 
drowning himself on Saturday evening in a fit of insanity. D’Oy- 
ley’s Wharf. 

A Jury of Inquest was held on Saturday, on the body of an old 
negro woman, found dead in Boundary-street, near King-street; 
whom it appeared had died in an appoplectic fit. The Jury 
brought in a verdict that she came to her death by the visitation 
of God. 

Married, on Thursday evening, by the Rev. Dr. Gallagher, Mr. 
Salem Roe, to Miss Mary Demesey; both of this city. (Monday, 
August 18, 1806). 

Died, on the 17th inst. Mrs. Eliza Quin, aged 40 years, after 
a long and painful illness, which she bore with Christian patience. 
She has left a disconsolate husband, and a number of friends and 
relations, to bemoan her loss. 

Died, on Sunday morning last, after an illness of three days, 
at the age of 31 years, Francis Lacroix, a native of the Province of 
Champagne in France. (Wednesday, August 20, 1806) 

Died, on Thursday the 7th instant, at his plantation in Fair- 
field district, major Thomas Starke, in the 59th year of his age, 
after suffering a long and painful illness, which he bore with Chris- 
tian fortitude and resignation; on the day following, his remains, 
attended by the brethren of Lodge No. 6 (of which he was a mem- 
ber) and a large concourse of relations and friends, were conveyed 
to the grave, and interred in masonic form. (Thursday, Aug. 
21, 1806) 

Died on the 19th inst. Mrs. Henrietta Nelson, aged 43 

Boston, August 5 Died yesterday in this town, Charles Austin, 
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aged 18; son of Benjamin Austin, Esq. and member of the present 
Senior Class, Cambridge College—by the discharge of a pistol 
from Thomas Selfridge, Esq. The particulars of this unfortunate 
and melancholy affair are so variously represented by contradic- 
tory reports, that were it in any respect proper, it would be im- 
possible for us to give any correct detail. 

We merely understand, that a dispute of a personal nature, 
having taken place between the father of the young gentleman 
deceased, and Mr. Selfridge, that on the meeting of the two latter, 
in State street, yesterday about one o’clock, the unhappy event 
ensued which terminated in the death of Charles Austin, on the 
spot. Mr. Selfridge has surrendered himself for trial. (Friday, 
August 22, 1806) 

Died, on the 22d instant, after a short illness, Mr. Charles 
Homassel, merchant, of this place, in the 49th year of his age. 

Died, on Saturday morning last, after a long indisposison, capt. 
Stephen Seymour, Harbour-Master, aged 56 years and 7 months. 
(Monday, Aug. 25, 1806) 

Died, on Tuesday, the 19th instant, after a short illness, in the 
40th year of his age, Mr. Nicholas Sprith. 

Died, on the 23d instant, Mrs. Henrietta Kempton, in the prime 
of life, universally regretted by her friends and acquaintance. 
(Tuesday, Aug. 26, 1806) 

Married, at Columbia, on Thursday evening last, by the Rev. 
Doctor Maxcy, Mr. John M. Creyon, Merchant, to Miss Kitty 
M’Call, both of this town. 

Married, at Black- Swamp, (s.c.) by the Rev. Mr. Scott, Mr. 
Nathaniel Polhill, to the amiable Miss Eliza Saint John Singleton, 
of this town. 

Died, on Thursday the 21st inst. after a long and painfull illness, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Farro a native of Charleston. 

Died, yesterday, after a short illness, Mr. John Sweeny, of the 
house of Simmons & Sweeny, of this city. 

Died, at Augusta, (Geo.) Mr. Joseph G. Cormick, Merchant, 
aged 26 years; a native of Ireland. 

Departed this transitory life, at his plantation, on Hilton-Head 
Island, on the 15th inst. John Leacraft, Esq. after a tedious illness. 

Died, on the morning of the 23d ult. at Salem, in Washington 
county, N. York, in the 53d year of his age, Gen. John Williams, 
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formerly a member of Congress of the United States, and of the 
Legislature of that state. (Wednesday, Aug. 27, 1806) 

Died at Philadelphia, Jacob Drayton Esq. late Clerk of the Court 
of Common Pleas of this district. 

Died, on Sunday evening, the 24th inst. Mrs. Mary Martin, in 
the 39th year of her age. 

Died, on Thursday last, in the 35th year of her age, Mrs. Ann 
Cross, wife of Mr. M. W. Cross, of this city. (Thursday, Aug. 
28, 1806) 

Died, at Belvedere, on Monday last, in the bloom of life, and 
after a short but severe illness, Miss Hannah Heyward Shubrick 
third daughter of Col. Shubrick, in the 15th year of her age; be- 
loved by all her acquaintances and greatly lamented by her affec- 
tionate family and friends. (Friday, Aug. 29, 1806) 

Married at Newport, R. I. on the 8th inst. Mr. William A. 
Allston, to Miss Mary Young, both of South Carolina. 

Died, on the 6th inst. in the 41st year of her age, Mrs. Mary S. 
Smith consort of Aaron Smith, Esq., of South Carolina Barnwell 
District. 

Died, on the 9th inst. within a few mile of Sweet Springs, Vir- 
ginia, Meriwether Jones, Esq. commissioner of Lands. 

Departed this life, on Thursday the 14th instant, in Beaufort, 
within an hour of each other, Master Charles Wilson Smith, aged 
6 years and 3 months; and Master William Penn Smith, aged 3 
months, sons of William Smith Esq. The circumstances attending 
their early dissolution are such as render this affliction peculiarly 
trying to the feelings of their affectionate parents and relatives. 
(Saturday Aug. 30, 1806) 

Married, by the Rev. Mr. Munds, Mr. Thomas Hennon to Miss 
Catherine Martin, both of this place. 

Married, last Saturday, by the Rev. Mr. Munds, Mr. Thomas 
William Shaw, to Miss Sarah Young, both of this place. 

Died on Sullivan’s-Island, on Friday morning, the 29th ult. in 
the bloom of life, after a severe illness, which she bore with exem- 
plary fortude, Mrs. Anne Geddes, wife of John Geddes, Esq. in 
the 18th year of her age. [Eulogy.] 

Died, in Columbia, on Monday last, universally regretted by all 
who knew him, John James Haig, esq. 

Died, on Thursday, the 21st instant, near Jamesville, Miss 
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Mary Matilda Manning, in the twenty-second year of her age, 
eldest daughter of the late col. Manning, adjutant- general of the 
state of South-Carolina. (Tuesday Sept. 2, 1806) 

Died, at his Seat in Rocky Mount, South Carolina, on the 24th 
ult. of a lingering illness, in the 53d year of his age, Colonel Chris- 
tian Senf, Chief Engineer, to the State of South-Carolina. 

He was an Officer of merit and information, and served with 
great applause in the Southern States, as an Engineer, during our 
Revolutionary contest. 

Died, at Columbia, on the 28th ult. Mr. John Drennon. 
(Wednesday, Sept. 3, 1806) 

Married, at Falmouth, (Mass.) on the 21st ult. by the Rev. 
Mr. Lincoln, Mr. David W. Gillison, of South-Carolina, to the 
amiable Miss Emmaan Swift, of that place. 

Died, on the 29th ultimo, in the 58th year of his age, Mr. John 
Combe. 

Died, on Sullivan’s Island, on Monday last, after a lingering 
illness, which he bore with Christian fortitude, in the 29th year of 
his age, Mr. George Kirk, a native of England. (Thursday, 
Sept. 4, 1806) 

Died at Savannah, on the 1st. inst. Mr. James Stark, a native of 
Scotland, and for some time past an industrious and respectable 
resident of that city. (Monday, Sept. 8, 1806) 

Married, in this city, by the Rev. Mr. Bowen, Mr. Thomas 
M’ Milian to Miss Elizabeth Godfrey. 

Died, on the 27th ult. at Henley, South-Carolina, Miss Sarah 
Hull. 

Departed this life, on the 20th ult. at Germantown, near Phila- 
delphia, Mrs. Jane Stock, consort of Dr. Thomas Stock, of South- 
Carolina. (Wednesday Sept. 10, 1806) 

Departed this life on Monday the 8th instant, in the 23d year 
of her age, Miss Margaret Nixon, of this city. (Thursday, Sept. 
11, 1806) 

Departed this life on the 8th inst. at his plantation in St. John’s 
parish, James Theus, Esq. after a short but severe illness. He has 
left a disconsolate widow and two daughters to bemoan their 
irreparable loss. (Friday, Sept. 12, 1806) 

Died, at White-hill, near Orangeburgh, on Monday the 8th 
instant, Van-da-Vastine Jamison, second son of Dr. V. D. V. 
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Jamison, aged two years and eight months; by which the afflicted 
parents are bereaved of a lovely child. (Monday, Sept. 15, 1806) 

Departed this life, on the 6th inst. in the 29th year of his age, 
Mr. John S. Chinners, after a long and severe illness—he has left 
a disconsolate widow, and child, to bemoan their loss. 

Died, on Sunday evening last, Mr. Wm. Bampfield Geyer, eld- 
est son of Captain John Geyer, of this city. 

Died, at Georgetown, on Thursday last, after a long and painful 
sickness Mr. William Cuttino, a native of that place, near the close 
of the 59th year of his age. He has left a widow, the wife of his 
youth, with whom he spent his days in the most uninterrupted 
harmony, and seven children, the pledges of their mutual affec- 
tion, to mourn their irreparable loss.**** Deprived of his father in 
early childhood, he was left without paternal care to guard him 
against the snares and vices of a depraved world; and without 
property sufficient to acquire the rudiments of a common education. 
The Indigo Society, that benevolent institution for the instruc- 
tion of indigent children, bestowed upon him such an education, 
and the care of a most amiable and pious mother, and the steadi- 
ness and firmness of character which distinguished even his early 
youth, preserved him uncorrupted by those vices and uninjured 
by those snares. A stranger to that avertion to labor common 
in warm climates, and that unreasonable prejudice against it 
common in countries where slaves are employed; he chose the 
profession of a carpenter, and soon distinguished himself by the 
excellency and faithfulness of his work, and by his steady and ac- 
tive attention to his business. (Tuesday, Sept. 16, 1806) 

Departed this life, on the 12th inst. after a short illness, Mrs. 
Hester Gilchrist, wife of Adam Gilchrist, Esq. ***Yet such is 
the frailty of human nature, that although we bow with awe and 
submission to the Power calling hence so valuable a life, sympathy 
will shed a tear over the wounds of an afflicted husband, who 
mourns in conjunction with a daughter and three sons, the loss of 
an affectionate partner, a most tender and doating mother, whose 
life of exemplary piety and charity, enabled her to meet this awful 
and sudden summons with a composure which manifested her 
faith in Christ the Redeemer, (Lines) (Wednesday, Sept. 17, 1806) 

Died on Tuesday evening last, Miss Martha Prioleau, daughter 
of Samuel Prioleau, Esq. deceased. This amiable lady was en- 
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dowed with a sweetness of disposition that was truly admirable. 
(Eulogy) (Friday, Sept. 19, 1806) 

Died at Camden, on the 16th instant, Mr. William Hutchinson, 
Merchant, in the 25th year of his age, a native of this state, and 
for several years a resident in this place, after a painful illness, 
which he bore with that manly fortitude which characterised his 
whole life: By the death of this truly virtuous young man, his 
doating parents are deprived of a most affectionate son; his ac- 
quaintances of a warm-hearted generous friend, and society of one 
of its best members. 

A Jury of Inquest was held on the body of John Latham, a lad 
of about 14 years of age, who was unfortunately killed by a slight 
blow he received from Andrew Parfey, a Polander, at the Quarter- 
house—of which he expired in about twenty minutes after he was 
struck.—The Jury brought in a verdict that the deceased came to 
his death by the blow received from Andrew Parfey. 

A Jury of Inquest was held yesterday the 21st inst. on the body 
of Martin Bode, a mariner, found drowned in Chisolm’s dock.— 
The Jury brought in their verdict that he came to his death by 
accident, supposed to have fallen from Chisolm’s wharf into the 
river, and drowned, in a fit of intoxication on Friday evening. 
(Monday, Sept. 22, 1806) 

Married at Bombay, D.D. Inglis, Esq. of the Honourable East- 
India Company’s civil establishment, to Miss Money, daughter of 
the late Wm. Money Esq. of Walthamshire, Essex. 

Died, on Wednesday night last, a few miles from Columbia, 
Captain James Taylor, for many years a respectable inhabitant of 
that district. 

Departed this life, on Friday the 15th inst. aged 54 years, Mrs. 
Jane Anderson, consort of Gen. Anderson, of Pendleton district. 
(Wednesday, Sept. 24, 1806) 

Died in August last, at St. Ann’s Bay, (Jam.) Mr. James Scot, 
Jun. son of Mr. James Scot, of this city—his suavity of manners 
endeared him to all who knew him; and his loss is deeply regretted 
by his friends and acquaintances. (Thursday, Sept. 25, 1806) 

Married, on the 30th ult. at Saratoga, state of New-York, by 
the Rev. J. Van Horn, John F. Burgwin, esq. of the Hermitage, 
N. Carolina, to Miss Hunt, daughter of Robert Hunt, Esqr. of 
Newbern, in same state. 
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Departed this life, on Wednesday evening last, Mrs. Martha 
Brown, wife of James Brown, Esq. of Capers-Island, in the 19th 
year of her age. (Saturday Sept. 27, 1806) 

Married last evening, by the Rev. Mr. Furman, Mr. Lewis 
Groning, merchant, to Miss Hannah Coen, both of this city. 

Died at New-Orleans, on the 22d ult. the Rev. Father Walsh, 
vicar-general of Louisiana. (Monday, Sept. 29, 1806) 

Died, yesterday morning, Guilliam Aertsen, Esq. Cashier of the 
State Bank. (Wednesday, October 1, 1806) 

Married, on Tuesday evening last, Capt. Edward Walker, to 
Miss Eliza Teasdale; both of this city. 

Died, on Thursday, the 25th ult. aged 30 years Mr. Andrew 
Henrey, a native of Anchterarder, Perthshire, Scotland. (Oct. 
2, 1806) 

Died, on Tuesday the 30th ult. Guilliam Aertsen, Esq. Cashier 
of the State Bank, in the 47th year of his age. This gentleman 
was a native of the Island of Sabe, in the West-Indies, but left the 
place of his nativity early in life, and fixed his residence in Phila- 
delphia, where he shortly became an accountant in the Auditor’s 
office of the U. S.; in which capacity he acquited himself with 
so much diligence, ability and integrity, that upon the termination 
of the American war, he was deputed by the Superintendant of 
Finance as Continental Commissioner for adjusting the claims of 
South-Carolina and Georgia on that of the General Government. 
Towards the close of his office duties as Continental Commissioner, 
was instituted the office of Sheriff of this city, to which he was 
elected; and, in his several years discharge of his painful duties, he 
obtained the well-merited character of a humane and attentive 
officer. Upon the establishment of the State Bank he was chosen 
a Teller, and at the instance of the Directors, repaired to Phila- 
delphia to procure the several necessary requisites for putting the 
Bank into operation. In February last, Mr. Aertsen was ap- 
pointed Cashier of the State Bank; a station he continued to fill 
with his usual assiduity, capacity and integrity, to the period of 
his dissolution. By this event, the community have to deplore 
the loss of an useful citizen—his family, that of a tender and affec- 
tionate husband and parent—his domestics, a humane and indulgent 
master—and his friends an associate, not easily to be supplied. 
Those who knew him intimately, will testify that the character 
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here given of him, is not exaggerated; but that he possessed, in an 
eminent degree, all those exalted virtues that characterize the good 
man, in the various relations of political, social, and religious 
life. 

Died, at Albany, the Hon. William Patterson, one of the Asso- 
ciate Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States. (Friday, 
Oct. 3, 1806) 

Married, on Saturday Evening last by the Rev. Gallager, Mr. 
Henry Querard, to Miss Margaretta Sophia Pellesser. (Tuesday 
Oct. 7, 1806) 

Died, on Sunday last, Mr. George Drennes, jun. aged 19 years. 

Died, on Monday last, Mrs. Barbara Kreitner, aged 73 years. 
(Wednesday, October 8, 1806) 

Died, on the 8th instant, after a long and painful illness, which 
she sustained with meekness and resignation, Mrs. Maria Somar- 
sall, the amiable consort of Thomas Somarsall, merchant, and the 
only child of Col. Daniel Stevens. (Friday, Oct. 10, 1806.) 

Died, on the 12th inst. in Christ-Church Parish, in the 28th year 
of his age, Thomas James Barksdale, Esq. a member of the Legis- 
lature from that Parish, and a captain in the 30th Regiment of 
militia. (Eulogy) 

Died, at Camden, on Saturday, the 4th inst. Mr. Daniel Car- 
penter, in the 40th year of his age, leaving a wife and seven small 
children, with many friends, to lament his loss. 

Died, on Saturday last, in the 51st year of her age, Mrs. Sarah 
Vincent Johnstone, a native of this city, after a short, but severe 
illness, which she endured with meekness and fortitude. (Wednes- 
day, Oct. 15, 1806) 


(To be continued) 









































BOOK NOTICE 


Register of St. Philip’s Parish, Charlestown or Charleston, 1754- 
1810. Edited by D. E. Huger Smith and A. S. Salley, Jr. Pub- 
lished by the South Carolina Society of the Colonial Dames of 
America, Charleston, S. C., 1927. 


The publishing of this well printed, well edited and indexed 
volume completes the publication of the registers of all of the 
Parishes of the Church of England in the Province of South Caro- 
lina which are known to be still in existence, and also the Gies- 
sendanner Records of Orangeburg County and what remains of 
the records of the Independent or Congregational Church of 
Charleston. The Publishers of these records were as follows in 
the following order. 

The Register of St. Thomas and St. Dennis from 1680-1884 
collected and arranged by Rev. Robert F. Clute, Rector, published 
by the Vestry in 1884. 

The “Catalogus Conjugatorum” kept by Rev. John Ulrick 
Giessendanner and his nephew of the same name (with a few 
entries by his son Henry) beginning in 1737 and published in Mr. 
Salley’s History of Orangeburg County in 1898. 

The Register of St. Philip’s Parish Charlestown (1720-1758) 
edited and published by Mr. Salley in 1904. 

The Register of the Independent or Congregational Church 
of Charlestown, 1732-1738. (This Mag. vol. 12. p. 27) in 1911. 

The Register of St Andrew’s Parish (This Mag. Vol. 14 p. 20) 
1913. 

The Register of St. James, Santee (1758-1788) published in this 
Magazine vol. 15. p. 133. in 1914. 

The Register Book for the Parish of Prince Frederick Winyaw 
beginning 1713, published by the National Society of the Colonial 
Dames of America in 1916. 

The Register of Christ Church Parish beginning in 1694 (This 
Mag. vol. 18. p. 50) 1917. 

The Register of St. Helena’s Parish. (This Mag. Vol. 23. p. 
8.) 1922. 
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The “Church Act” establishing the English Church in South 
Carolina approved by the Lords Proprietors in 1707 (Dalcho’s 
History of the Church in South Carolina p. 487, Stat. of S. C. vol. 
2. p. 236.) has careful provisions as to the keeping of Parish Regis- 
ters, but after the adoption of the Constitution of 1778, under 
which all Protestant religions were given equal privileges, the 
Vestrymen were no longer officers of the Government. 

It is painful to think that of the 24 Parishes established by law 
and mentioned by Dr. Dalcho, the Registers of only 7 remain. 
The two wars which have raged in lower South Carolina, and es- 
pecially the Confederate War, are in great part responsible for this 
loss. In the latter war the Country within 30 miles of the coast, 
excepting the City of Charleston, was practically abandoned by 
its inhabitants for nearly four years. 

The preparing for publication of a volume of the kind we are 
noticing is no easy task, requiring a knowledge of family names and 
family history, if the work is to be properly done. Certainly two 
more competent editors could not have been found than Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Salley. It may be said to be certain that, with their 
skill and the aid of Miss Marie H. Heyward, few, if any, errors 
have been committed. 

The Society of the Colonial Dames is to be commended for their 
zeal in preparing the work and bearing the expense of publishing 
a book of over 500 pages. In these days when all the World, 
in America at least, are busy looking up their Ancestors, it will 
afford much innocent pleasure to many who have never spent a 
day on the Coast of South Carolina. It is safe to say that no 
other Society in the State has done more judicious work than 
the good ladies who compose the Society of Colonial Dames. 





